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Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE

All stand, as able.
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN God of grace and God of glory Hymnal p. 594
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Words: TTarry Emerson Tosdick (1878-1969), all. By permission of the author. Music: Cwm Rhondde, John TTughes (1873-1932).



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set before
you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of
the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking
in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live
and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering
to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down
to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live
long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that
you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob."

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 Book of Common Prayer p. 585
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
S Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.



6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Philemon 1-21
A reading from the Letter of Paul to Philemon.

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and
co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your
house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I
remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother. For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I,
Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to
you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly
he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him,
that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that
you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved
brother--especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if
you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this
with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident
of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able
THE SEQUENCE

Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove

Hymnal p. 512
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fin - al rest, to be with him  for ev -  er blest.

Words: Simon Browne (1680-1732), alt. Music: Mendon, melody from Methodist Harmonist, 1981 adapt. and harm. Lowell
Mason (1792-1872).

THE GOSPEL

Luke 14:25-33

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot
be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid

a foundation and is not able to finish, all

who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, "This

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against

another king, will not sit down first and

consider whether he is able with ten thousand to

oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the



other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore,
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions."

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Toni Belhu
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM IV Book of Common Prayer p. 392
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world,;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God,;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, and Toni our Rector and all bishops and
other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Today we pray especially for
Josephine, Virginia, Lyn, Corinne, Charles, Randy, Sid, Paula, Annie, Veronica, Jenn,
Shawna, Deedie, Barker, Jack, Jenn, Andrea, Rebekah, and all those on our long-term
prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Jed Turner (9), Elaine Sprouse (10), Alex Fusella (10), Kathryn & Terry
McGowan (9).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson,
Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, and Mark. We pray also for their families, friends, and
neighbors who await their safe return.



We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St.
Giles Chapel and residents & staff of Deerfield Episcopal Retirement Community in Asheville.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Southern Africa.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zs6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them,;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,



things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE Book of Common Prayer p. 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able
THE OFFERTORY HYMN Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  Hymnal p. 437
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2 Tell out, my soul, the grcat-ness  of  his Name!
3 Tell out, my soul, the greal-ness ol  his might!
4 Tell out, my soul, the glo - ries of  his word!
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Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926); based on The Song of Mary. Copyright © 1962 by Hope Publishing Company Carel
Stream, [L 60188, All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Birmingham, from Repository of Sacred Music, Part 1,
1813; harm. Songs of Praise, 1925,



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A Book of Common Prayer p. 361
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

PROPER PREFACE

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-129)

Celebrant and People
0 - 1 f T — ] |
{1 - o @ o & o +— i — |
oL = B o o o ¢ |
Ho - ly, ho - Iy, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
A 3 T —— | |
=== c==c=c=——ec=="—2
) ] - L4 r * - Ld [ 4
might, hea - ven and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
Fa] | | i —

A ) = ==
P ¥ — - - o 1
san - mna in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who

— ———
G | : t f | — f I I 1
F i Y t I I [ - [ — I 1
{:_?v - ‘I = - - ‘I ‘ I I /- d > I & [# L ¥ "

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.




The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,



People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat
the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold one
finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the
communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your chest. This will alert the
ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN

Will you come and follow me
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Words: from the Iona Community. Music: Mary Alexandra, John L. Hooker (b. 1944).
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COMMUNION HYMN

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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I.Great is thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther,
2.8um -mer and win - ter, and spring-time  and har - vest,
3.Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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1. There is no shad - ow of tmrn - ing  with thee;
2.Sun, moon and stars in their cours - es a - bove,
3.Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to suide;
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1. Thou chang - cst not, thy com -  pas-sions, they lail  not,
2. Join with all na - ture in man - 1 - fold wit - ness,
3. Strength for to day and bright hope for 0 -  Mor - row,
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1. As thou  hast been thou for - eov - cr wilt be.
2. To thy  great faith - ful - ness, mer - cy and love.
3. Bless-ings all ming, with ten theu - sand be - side!
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Great is thy faith - ful-ness! Great is  thy faith - ful-ness!
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Morn - ing by morn - ing  new mer - cies I see;
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All I have need - ed thy hand hath pro - vid - ed,
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Great  is Thy faith -  ful - ness, Lord - to me!
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Words: Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960). Music: William M. Runyan (1870-1957). Copyright © 1923. Renewal 1951 Hope
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Publishing Co., Carol Sream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
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COMMUNION HYMN This is the day that the Lord has made LEVAS p. 219
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Lord hath made, we will  re-joice, we will  re-joice and be
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This is  theday, this is  the day that the Lord hath m
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Words: Psalm 118:24

Music: Les Garrett )
Music Copyright © 1967 SCRIPTURE IN SONG (Administered by MARANATHA! MUSIC c/o The Copyright
Company, Nashville, TN). All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used by Permission.



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN Crown him with many crowns
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5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, en-throned a - bove;
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, thec Lamb up - on his thronc; Hark!
2 Crown him the Son of God be - fore the worlds be - gan, and
3 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’cr the grave, and
4 Crown him of lords the T.ord, who o - ver all doth rcign, who
5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, en - throned in worlds a - bove; Crown
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crown him 0 whom is  given the won-drous name ol Love.
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1 how the heaven - ly an-them drowns all mu - sic tits  owng a -
2  ve, who (read where he hath (rod, crown him the Son ol man; who
3 rose vic - Lo - riocus in the sirile lor those he came lo save; his

4 once on earth, thein - car-nate Word, for ran-somed sin - ners  slain, now

5 him the King, 1o whom is given the won-drous namc ol Tove, Crown
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Crown  him with man-y crowns, as thrones be-fore him
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1 wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, and
2 ev - ery griel[ hath known that  wrings the hu-man breast, and
3 glo-ries now we sing who died, and rose on high, who
4 lives in rcalms of light, where  saints with an-gels sing their
5 him with man - y crowns, as thrones be-fore him  [all, crown
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fall, crown him, ye kings, for he is King of all.
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1 hail him as thy match-less King through all e - ter - ni - ty
2 takes and bearsthem  for his own, that all in him may rest.
3 died, e - ter - nal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
4 songs be - fore him day and night, their God, Re-deem-er, King.
5 him, ye kings, with man - y crowns, for he is King of all.
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Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894). Music: Diademata, George Job Elvey (1816-1893); desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).
Descant, Copyright © 1970, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEDNESDAY DAILY OFFICE

Please note some changes have been made to the schedule below.
Daily Office schedule:

September 10 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
September 17 - Compline 6:00 pm
September 24 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
October 8 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
October 15 - Compline 6:00 pm
October 22 - Morning Prayer 9:00 am
October 29 - Morning Prayer 9:00 am

EPIC YOUTH MEETING

EPIC Youth will meet this Sunday, September 7th from 4:30pm - 6pm at St. Francis in the
EPIC Youth room of the Parish House. If you are a 6th grader - 12th grader, we would love
to have you come and join us. For more information, please contact Stacy Guarriello at 828-

429-6334 or stacyguarriello@gmail.com.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN SOCIAL OUTING
The Episcopal Church Women invite you to join them for a social outing.

When: Friday, September 19th

Where: Meet at St. Gabriel's parking lot at 4:15pm (carpooling will be available)

What: ECW Social Outing for dinner at Victory Kitchen, 961 Buffalo Creek Rd, Lake Lure, NC
at 5:00 pm.

This will be a Dutch treat meal. You can view the menu online. This social is sponsored by
the ECW and is planned in order to support small business in Lake Lure, post Hurricane
Helene. Everyone is invited to bring your spouse and friends. Come join us for good food, and
lots of fun! To have a count for the restaurant, please text or call (after 4pm) Jennifer
Robertson (864) 207-8960 or Sandra Miller Camp (828) 289-5903, by Sept. 14th,


mailto:stacyguarriello@gmail.com

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary,
Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney, Jerry, Daniel,
Linda, Justin, Brenda, Johnny.

their anniversary

The flowers on the altar are given to
the Glory of God and in honor of

by Bud & Anita Quinley.

Scan to Give

St. Francis thanks you for
your generosity.

Worship Leaders

Usher — Richard Stanley
Greeter — Linc McDaniel

1st Lesson — Paula Hammond
2nd Lesson — Ben Hopkins
Chalicist — Rob McDaniel
Acolyte — Harold Morgan
Vestry Lock Up — Don Corry
Camera — Rob McDaniel
Fellowship — Ministry Fair
Safety — Don Corry

Worship Leaders
for next Sunday

Usher - Allison Ross

Greeter — Elizabeth Morgan

1st Lesson — Stacy Guarriello

2nd Lesson — Lucinda Humphries
Chalicist — Don Corry

Acolyte — Ben Hopkins

Vestry Lock Up — Anne Stanley
Camera — Rebecca Melton
Children’s Church — Kathryn McGowan
Fellowship - Liz Segers

Safety — Agg Guarriello

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick

wwuw. stfrancisrutherfordton.org
wwuw. facebook.com/ stfrancisrutherfordton
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