THE FOURTEETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 6, 2020
PRELUDE

Canzonetta C-dur, BuxWV 167
Fuge C-dur, BuxWV 174

Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707)

The Complete Organ Works of Dietrich Buxtehude: III
HYMN

Love divine, all loves excelling

Tune: Blaenwern

THE OPENING SENTENCE
Celebrant:
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer p. 355

THE COLLECT OF PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own
strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON
Exodus 12:1-14
A reading from the Book of Exodus.
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it
shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of
it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at
twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they
eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how
you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:
I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over
you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual
ordinance.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 149 (S-413)

Simplified Chant: Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945)

In this style of chanting, the slashes in the text indicate when to change notes in the chant.
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Hallelujah!
Sing to the Lord a new / song; *
sing his praise in the congregation of the / faithful.
Let Israel rejoice in his / Maker; *
let the children of Zion be joyful in their / King.
Let them praise his Name in the / dance; *
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and / harp.
For the Lord takes pleasure in his / people *
and adorns the poor with / victory.
Let the faithful rejoice in / triumph; *
let them be joyful on their / beds.
Let the praises of God be in their / throat *
and a two-edged sword in their / hand;
To wreak vengeance on the / nations *
and punishment on the / peoples;
To bind their kings in / chains *
and their nobles with links of / iron;
Second half of the chant

9

To inflict on them the judgment de-/creed; *
this is glory for all his faithful people.
Halle-/lujah!

SECOND LESSON
Romans 13:8-14
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand, as able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Plainsong

The cantor introduces the Alleluia, and then all repeat.
The cantor sings the verse below, and then all repeat the Alleluia.

V: Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come before you.
When I come before you, make haste to help me. (Psalm 102:1-2)

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 18:15-20
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are
alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses
to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY
Silence may be kept after the homily.
All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

Fr. Bruce Walker

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Saying together Roscoe, Josephine, Larry, Bill, Gisela,
Catherine, James, John, Susan, Corwin, Beth, Bob, Kimberly, Burtchus, Maureen, Edmonds, Diana, Lucinda,
Michael, Renee, Tony, Becca, Brian, Christine, and all those on our long term prayer list. Are there others?
(Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)
In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming week, especially June
Callahan (6), Elaine Sprouse (10), Brett Williams (12), Kathryn & Terry McGowan (9).
We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those listed on our military
prayer list. We pray also for their families, friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.
We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of the Holy
Communion in Glendale Springs. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.
We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile, John and Zsófi Wilson
in Hungary, Daniel & Rachel Aytes in Thailand, and Jim & Jennifer Bowers in Mali.
We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that they may grow in stature
and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.
A Prayer for our Time of Transition
O God, as we proceed through this interim time, we confidently rely upon your Holy Presence to guide us,
and we are thankful for the many blessings you have bestowed upon St. Francis Church.
May we use this time well to discern your will for us in our reading of Sacred Scripture, in our celebration of
the Holy Eucharist, through our sensitivity to one another, in our personal meditation and prayer, and
through our sharing with others in fellowship.
We ask this, Lord of our lives, through your son Jesus, and through your Holy Spirit, who teaches us how to
pray, and how to live together in peace forever. Amen.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
Celebrant:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
The Doxology
As the offering is presented at the altar the people say
Celebrant:
All things come of thee, O Lord
People:
and of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A
The people remain standing.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
PROPER PREFACE
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS (S-129)

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI (S-163)

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

ADMINSTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS
(The minister and the people receive communion at this time.)
A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
holy communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.
Please note elements are being made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time. Details can be found in the
Lych Gate.
INVITATION TO THE EUCHARIST FOR THOSE AT HOME (may be said during communion)
In union with the faithful of every generation and especially with those present at Saint Francis Church where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, I desire to offer my own thanks and praise to You, my Lord and my God. I present my mind, soul and body towards
heaven with the earnest intention of being present in spirit with those who call You, Lord of all. I remember Your death and resurrection
and I await Your coming in glory. I unite myself with those gathered at your altar and embrace You with all my heart, knowing that
nothing can ever separate Your love from me. May I live, move and have my being in Your loving presence. Amen
(prayer adapted from
the Armed Services Prayer Book by Fr. Walker+)

HYMN 325

Let us break bread together on our knees

Tune: Let us break bread

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 365

HYMN 47

On this day, the first of days

Tune: Gott sei Dank

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
POSTLUDE

Præludium C-dur, BuxWV 136

Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707)

The Complete Organ Works of Dietrich Buxtehude: III

MUSIC NOTES
As we return to Rite II this Sunday, we welcome a new set of service music (Gloria, Sanctus, Agnus Dei) in
contemporary language. I don’t have any proof of this, but my best guess would be that this setting of service music
is the most popular in the Episcopal Church, or at least the most often used in The Hymnal, 1982. The set is
written by beloved organist Robert Powell, who was the long-time organist at Christ Episcopal Church in Greenville,
SC. (My wife, Lillian, serves at that church!) Bob Powell is an incredibly gracious musician and generous human
being. I’m thrilled that his music is so often used in the Episcopal Church.
The brilliance of Powell’s set of service music is how it blends together contemporary language –– both textual
language and musical language –– with subtle hints to the great tradition of medieval church music. Indeed, the
Powell’s Gloria imitates a medieval, plainsong setting of the Gloria from several hundred years ago, and similarly,
his Sanctus imitates an older setting of the Sanctus, too. Hopefully I can find a way to demonstrate this sometime
soon. In any case, we’ll use Powell’s setting from now until we reach the first Sunday of Advent (November 29). And
since we’re changing service music, we’re changing the Psalm chant –– we’ll keep that until Advent, too!
We continue with our year of the complete organ works of Dietrich Buxtehude! The prelude is actually two pieces
(why not kill two birds with one stone?). The first one (Canzonetta in C major) is tiny and only about a minute long. I
use the “oboe stop” on the organ to play this piece. Organs have many sounds designed to imitate other
instruments, and for composers like Buxtehude and Bach, this became very useful when, for example, their oboist
got sick and couldn’t make it to church. The second prelude (Fugue in C major) will be played on the “flute stops” of
the organ, which, again, attempts to imitate flute instruments. Both the Canzonetta and the Fugue are imitative
pieces in themselves, passing around a melody to all of the different voices. It’s amazing that Buxtehude can
compose in such a repetitive way without it ever becoming too boring.
The postlude is a bit longer, though. Buxtehude’s Præludium in C major is a bright work, brimming with melodic motifs
and rhythmic patterns suited to this happy key of C major. The opening begins with a flourish based on a double scale,
the momentum of which helps to fill out the ensuing harmonic progressions. Flourish gives way to a repeated-note
fugal passage, very typical of this composer and never straying far from the home key. Eventually morphing into a
short improvisatory passage containing some mild chromatic (which means “outside-of-the-home-key”) flavoring, a
strong resolution allows for a big breath before the final two fugal passages, which are separated by yet another brief
improvisatory riff. The final fugal interlude transitions into the very last section of the piece, a manuals-only rush to
the end paying homage to the harpsichord writing of the era.
- Thomas Alexander

COMMUNION NOTES
A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive holy
communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. Please
note elements are being made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time. Details can be found in the Lych Gate.
LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:
Priti, Kate, Zoey, Courtney, Tom, Addison, James, Jeff, Tina, Charles, Starry, James, Julie, Nichole, Chuck, Bill,
Thomas, Mary, Jamie, Tammy, John, Jessica, Remi, Erik, the Wood Family, Thomas, Glen, Carletta, Steve, Christy,
Gus, Ken, Rose, Melissa, Madilyn, Dorothy, Katherine, Brandon, Mike, Jess, Daniel, Brooke, Sophia, Lane, Mary, Al,
Jessica, Sara, Carl , John Scott & family, Barbara, Leslie, Larry, Joann, Meagan, Owen, Eli, Barbara, Rebecca, Dick,
Robin, Valerie, Ed, David, Keith, Jessie, Holly, Mike, Nancy, Ginger, Bobbie, Crystal, David, Fatima, Elaine, Penny,
Carrie, Mark, Ben, Samuel, Lonnie, Scott, Tom, Lauren, Craig, Rosie, Susan, Santos, Mike, Houston, Joe, the
Greenway family, Amanda, Dylan, Drake, Jenny, James, Scott, Kristen, the Allen family, Peter, Katherine, Deanna,
Debbie, Luke, Tyler, Bob, Trinity, Tony, Lucy, Diana, Susan, Andrew, Jennifer, Marlene, Gene, Madeline, Mark,
Mayden, Dakota, Eubanks family, Vicki, William, Brenda, Nancy, Bob, Justin, Nancy, the Deviney family, Anna,
Grayson, Jackie, Billy, Ricky, Tabitha, Chad, Deborah, Brandon, Margie, Bonita, Jenna, Seth, Mary, Scott, Mary,
Joanne, Jennifer, Clara, Judy, Gary, Betsie, Skip, Joyce, Kevin, John, Susan, Jill, Charles, Chad, Geoffrey, David,
Caleb, Christian, Dean, Bobby, Maria, James, Emily, the Leverette family, Laura, Robin, Cindy, Amberleigh,
McKayleigh, Ayden, Paisley, Susan, Chad, Sue, Michael, Mary, Ann, Andrea, Cathy, Bud, Mary, Sydnor, Bob, Beth,
Karen, Joe, Valerie, Tyler, Larissa, Alex, Noreen, Marion, Spencer, Casey, Danny, Patrick, Kathryn, Christy, Bella,
Derek, Bob, John, Jesse, Martha, Jerry, Bobby, Roger, Jimmy, Linda, Betty, Paula, Donna, Gordon, Cullin, Lisa, Will,
Tammy Jo, Pam, Ken, Janet, David, Lillian, David, Ken, Lee, Jack, Kaylin, Paula, Bob, Trish, Daphne, Chris, Karmen,
Devon, Gary, Janice, Laura, Celia, Daniel, Wayne, Annie, Bob, Paden, Mike, Linda, Nicole, Ryan, Scott, Helen, Kathy,
Jo, Paula, Theresa, Cindy, Jane, Lori, Renee, Ed, Pat, Brian, AJ, Emily, Mary, Makenzie, Mike, Elaine, Tony,
Elizabeth, Paula, Jennifer, Morgan, Danielle, Marsha, Chester, Terry, Paula, Betty, Teresa, Jimmy, Jamesen, Billy,
Jimmy, the Snyder family, the Slater family, Calissa, Ryan, Amy, Lisa, Joy, Manuel, the Robertson family, David,
Casey, Sally, Donna, Mary Lou, Jimmy, Anita, Gordon, Bob, Deborah, Betty, Oscar, Bob, Jennie, Terry.

