THE FIFTEETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 20, 2020
Proper 20
PRELUDE

10:30 am

Canzona C-dur, BuxWV 166

Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707)

The Complete Organ Works of Dietrich Buxtehude: V
HYMN 9

Not here for high and holy things

THE OPENING SENTENCE
Celebrant:
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Tune: Morning Song

Book of Common Prayer p. 355

THE COLLECT OF PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are
placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON
Exodus 16:2-15
A reading from the Book of Exodus.
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said
to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our
fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then the Lord
said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough
for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they
prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all
the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in
the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what
are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and
your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are
we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’“ And as Aaron spoke to the
whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the
cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your
God.’“ In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the
camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost
on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was.
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45 (S-413)

Simplified Chant: Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945)

In this style of chanting, the slashes in the text indicate when to change notes in the chant.
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Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his / Name; *
make known his deeds among the / peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to / him, *
and speak of all his marvelous / works.
Glory in his holy / Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord re-/joice.
Search for the Lord and his / strength; *
continually seek his / face.
Remember the marvels he has / done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his / mouth,
O offspring of Abraham his / servant, *
O children of Jacob his / chosen.
He led out his people with silver and / gold; *
in all their tribes there was not one that / stumbled.
Egypt was glad of their / going, *
because they were afraid of / them.
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He spread out a cloud for a / covering *
and a fire to give light in the night / season.
They asked, and quails ap-/peared, *
and he satisfied them with bread from / heaven.
He opened the rock, and water / flowed, *
so the river ran in the dry / places.
For God remembered his holy / word *
and Abraham his / servant.
Second half of the chant

43

So he led forth his people with / gladness, *
his chosen with shouts of / joy.

44

He gave his people the lands of the / nations, *
and they took the fruit of others’ / toil,
That they might keep his / statutes *
and observe his laws.
Halle-/lujah!

45

SECOND LESSON
Philippians 1:21-30
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not
know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether
I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you
the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle
that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand, as able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Plainsong

The cantor introduces the Alleluia, and then all join.
The cantor sings the verse below, and then all repeat the Alleluia.

V: Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples. (Psalm 105:1)

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 20:1-16
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he
did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are
you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY
Silence may be kept after the homily.
All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

Fr. Gary Coffey

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Saying together Roscoe, Josephine, Larry, Bill, Gisela,
Catherine, James, John, Susan, Corwin, Beth, David, Janet, Bob, Kimberly, Burtchus, Maureen, Edmonds,
Diana, Lucinda, Michael, Renee, Tony, Becca, Brian, Christine, Dickinson, and all those on our long term
prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)
In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming week, especially Colin Martin
(24), Kimberly Lloyd (25), Steve Ross (25), Michael & Paula Hammond (20).
We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those listed on our military
prayer list. We pray also for their families, friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Gabriel’s in Rutherfordton. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray
for the Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.
We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile, John and Zsófi Wilson
in Hungary, Daniel & Rachel Aytes in Thailand, and Jim & Jennifer Bowers in Mali.
We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that they may grow in stature
and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.
A Prayer for our Time of Transition
O God, as we proceed through this interim time, we confidently rely upon your Holy Presence to guide us,
and we are thankful for the many blessings you have bestowed upon the parishes of St. Francis and St.
Gabriel’s.

May we use this time well to discern your will for us in our reading of Sacred Scripture, in our celebration of
the Holy Eucharist, through our sensitivity to one another, in our personal meditation and prayer, and
through our sharing with others in fellowship.
We ask this, Lord of our lives, through your son Jesus, and through your Holy Spirit, who teaches us how to
pray, and how to live together in peace forever. Amen.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
Celebrant:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
THE DOXOLOGY

Tune: Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A
The people remain standing.

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
PROPER PREFACE
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS (S-129)

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
AGNUS DEI (S-163)

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

ADMINSTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS
(The minister and the people receive communion at this time.)
A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
holy communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.
Please note elements are being made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time. Details can be found in the
Lych Gate.

INVITATION TO THE EUCHARIST FOR THOSE AT HOME (may be said during communion)
In union with the faithful of every generation and especially with those present at Saint Francis Church where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, I desire to offer my own thanks and praise to You, my Lord and my God. I present my mind, soul and body towards
heaven with the earnest intention of being present in spirit with those who call You, Lord of all. I remember Your death and resurrection
and I await Your coming in glory. I unite myself with those gathered at your altar and embrace You with all my heart, knowing that
nothing can ever separate Your love from me. May I live, move and have my being in Your loving presence. Amen
(prayer adapted from
the Armed Services Prayer Book by Fr. Walker+)

HYMN 660

O Master, let me walk with thee

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Tune: Maryton

Book of Common Prayer p. 365

THE BLESSING

HYMN 551

Rise up, ye saints of God

Tune: Festal Song

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Fuge B-dur, BuxWV 176

Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707)

The Complete Organ Works of Dietrich Buxtehude: V

The flowers on the altar are given
to the Glory of God and in
honor of Joyce Cunningham’s birthday
by Mr. & Mrs. Casey McMahon.

MUSIC NOTES
We continue into our fifth installment of Dietrich Buxtehude’s complete organ works! After this Sunday, we will be
1/8 through with this series. We’re well on our way! This week’s prelude and postlude are both incredibly joyful,
dance-like pieces. Let’s take a look at what we can expect.
Sunday’s prelude is one of just two keyboard canzonas by Buxtehude. His Canzona in C major, BuxWV 166 is a multisectional work for keyboard only –– no feet for this piece! Two strikingly similar fast-paced fugues bookend another
fugal passage that’s in triple time (imagine a waltz!). This dance-like fugue is itself bracketed by short improvisational
flourishes. Buxtehude’s canzonas and canzonettas are thought to have been written as teaching pieces for his
students, and his Canzona in C major certainly demonstrates the virtuosity and creativity we can expect Buxtehude
to have instilled in his students, including none other than J. S. Bach.
Buxtehude excelled at fugal structures (the passing of the same melodic theme between various strands of melodic
line), and, in his organ works, these structures are usually interspersed with passages of improvisational flavoring.
However, in today’s postlude, Fugue in B-flat, BuxWV 176, we have a string of fugues, one after the other, with
barely a hint of relief. Each of the four fugal themes are memorable and dance-like, barreling to the finish line with
rapturous joy.
- Thomas Alexander

COMMUNION NOTES
A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive holy
communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. Please
note elements are being made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time. Details can be found in the Lych Gate.

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:
Addison, Zoey, Courtney, Tom, Harper, Emmanuel, Burtchus.

"THE WAY OF ST. FRANCIS: A PERSONAL RETREAT FOR INNER PEACE AND JOY"
(in the Midst of the seeming Impossible)”
Saturday, October 3, 2020
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
This retreat provides a time of quiet and reflection midst unsettling times.
Come, experience the simple, strong Way of St. Francis and learn about the life and experience of a man in his own
words—rather than those who wrote about him.
Please call the church office if you would like to attend. The cost for the retreat is $10 which covers a bag lunch.
Please let the church office know if you have any dietary restrictions.
Dr. Mattie Decker will be leading the retreat and has been practicing the Way of St. Francis for many years—more
recently as professor, an educator, a learning specialist and now as a Nature and Forest Therapy Guide working
with Conserving Carolina. Mattie is an Oblate with the Community of the Transfiguration in Cincinnati, and now
has her home base on the Transfiguration Preserve in Bat Cave, NC. Since coming to western NC from Morehead,
KY where she taught for almost 20 years at Morehead State University, she has led retreats at St. Phillip’s in
Brevard, St. James in Lenoir, and St Andrews in Canton, for the Daughters of the King. She is a member of the
Church of the Transfiguration in Bat Cave.

