
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PRELUDE  
 

All stand, as able.                         

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN               All Creatures of our God and King                    Hymnal p. 400 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis and St. Gabriel’s  
Episcopal Churches 

 

St. Francis Day 
 

 October 5, 2025 
 

11:00 am 
  
 

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful.  In this service 

leaflet, the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection.  Please be 

respectful in observing silence at this time.  Please silence all electronic devices.  If you are a guest this morning and would like to 

know more about St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate.  The Rev. Toni Belhu 

would like to sit down with you for a visit.  You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882. 

  
 



OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                                                             

Celebrant:  Blessed be the God of all creation. 

People:  And blessed be God’s holy Name forever. 

Celebrant: Bless your Creator, all animals of the land. 

People: Praise and exalt our Creator forever.  

Celebrant:  Bless your Creator, all birds of the air.  

People: Praise and exalt our Creator forever.  

Celebrant: Bless your Creator, all creatures of the sea.  

People: Praise and exalt our Creator forever. 

Celebrant: Bless your Creator, all children of God. 

People: With all of creation, we praise your name. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 

this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your 

whole creation with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us and all living things. You 

are even more wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for giving us these pets 

who bring us joy. As you take care of us, so also we ask your help that we might take care of 

those who trust us to look after them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. 

We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

All sit for the lessons 

 

The Creation Story (Abbreviated from Genesis 1:1-34) 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 

and a great dimness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 

of the waters. On the first day, God created light and darkness. On the second day, God 

created the sky above and the waters below. On the third day, God formed the land and called 

it Earth, and gathered the water and called it Sea. God blessed the earth with vegetation and 

food. On the fourth day, God separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, 

and the stars. On the fifth day, God brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in 

the water, and on the land, and God bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, 

God created humankind in God’s image, giving them dominion over the animals. God blessed 

them and bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the seventh day, God saw that everything 

that God had made was very good and God rested and blessed the seventh day and made it 

sacred. 

 



All stand, as able  

SEQUENCE HYMN                                    This is the Day                               LEVAS p. 219 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL  

Minister: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:25-30) 

People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, God of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, God, 

for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Creator; and 

no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal God. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.’  

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

THE HOMILY                                                                                         The Rev. Toni Belhu 
 
All stand, as able 
THE NICENE CREED                                                              Book of Common Prayer p. 358                                                                                                                                                                       

 We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the Prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us 

and for the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea; 

All: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers, may your earth recover and 

be renewed; 

All: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, may you bless the men and 

women who are aiding the recovery efforts; 

All: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life, may the ones who are lost 

be returned to their families; 

All: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees, may we be able to 

pause to admire the resilience of your creation; 

All: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets; 

All: We thank you, Lord. 
 

Leader: That each pet that will be blessed this afternoon, be treasured with care and those 

pets who are no longer with us may know your love and care; 

All: We pray to you, Lord. 
 

Leader: That we may love and honor all your works, O God; 

All: We pray to you, Lord. 
 

Leader: That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation; 

All: To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, we pray to you, Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 



Please come forward with your pet to be blessed. 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Minister:  (Name of Animal) may you be blessed in the Name of the God who created you, 

and may you and your caretaker enjoy life together with our God. 

 

THE PEACE                                                                                                     

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

All stand, as able  
 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN             He's got the whole world in his hand            LEVAS p. 217 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology. 

THE DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A                                Book of Common Prayer p. 367                                                                                                                

 

The people remain standing.  

 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

For the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your saints, who have been the chosen 

vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their generations. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 

day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN.  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

   hallowed be thy Name,       

   thy kingdom come,       

   thy will be done,        

      on earth as it is in heaven.             

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

 as we forgive those      

  who trespass against us.       

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory,      

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD                                         Book of Common Prayer p.364                                                                                     

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY EUCHARIST  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

To receive communion, come to the communion rail.  Receive the bread in the palm of your 

hand.  Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, 

you may hold one finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction. 

  

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please make your need known to the priest. 

  

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement 

to the communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest.  If you do not wish to 

receive the wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your 

chest.  This will alert the ministers of your wishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN                          Tis the gift to be simple                      Hymnal p. 554 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    



COMMUNION HYMN                         This little light of mine                            LEVAS p. 221                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUMION HYMN                     In my life, Lord, Be Glorified                      LEVAS p. 216 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                       Book of Common Prayer p. 366                                                                                  
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says  
 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, our great Creator, yours are the praise, the glory, the honor and all 

blessings! To you alone do all things belong. Be praised for giving us the animals, birds 

and fish which fill your world. May we think of you and thank you when we play with 

and care for our pets. Be praised for making us so happy to have our pets and to have 

them to play with. We ask you, Lord, that we may be good to our pets always, so that 

they may be happy, also. Help us always to take care of them, so that they will be 

healthy. O God, your world is wonderful. May we all come into your even greater world 

of the kingdom of heaven, where we shall see even more wonderful things, and where 

we shall live and love forever. This we ask to your eternal praise, and to our blessing. 

Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord show his face to you and have 

compassion on you! May God turn his face to you and give you peace! And the blessing of 

God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and always. Amen. 



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN                Great is thy Faithfulness                     LEVAS p. 189 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE DISMISSAL                                                                   Book of Common Prayer p. 366                                                                                    

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

 

 

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:  

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary, 

Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney, Jerry, Daniel, 

Linda, Justin, Brenda, Johnny. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
408 North Main Street 
Rutherfordton, NC  28139 
828-287-3888 
  
Rector:  The Rev. Toni Belhu 
Email:  rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org- 
Cell Phone:  704-215-1882 
  

Parish Administrator:  Kathryn McGowan 

Email:  
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org 
  

Organist:  Steven Noll 
Sexton:  Debbie Hamrick 
  

www.stfrancisrutherfordton.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisrutherfordton 

Worship Leaders 

9:30 am 
 

 

 

Joint Service at  

St. Gabriel’s 

Worship Leaders 

11:00 am 

Usher – Kathy Demas, Robert Francis 

Greeter – Allison Ross, Phylis Mock 

1st Lesson – Debbie Johnson 

2nd Lesson – Barbara Locricchio 

Chalicist – Rebecca Melton 

Acolyte – Walt Joyce 

Vestry Lock Up – Kathy Demas 

Camera – N/A 

Children’s Church – N/A 

Fellowship – Picnic 

Safety – Bob Blanton 

The flowers on the altar are given to 
 the Glory of God and in loving  
memory of Roslyn Tanner Orr 

by Lynne Tanner. 
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