
THE NINETEETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 11, 2020     10:30 am 
Proper 23 

 
PRELUDE Improvisation on Regent Square T. Alexander 
  (Tune of Hymn 368, Holy Father, great Creator) (b. 1996) 
 
HYMN 360 Only-begotten, Word of God eternal Tune: Rouen 

 
 
 
                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE OPENING SENTENCE                                                                                   Book of Common Prayer p. 355 
Celebrant:         Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:           And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO  
Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 



O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

All sit for the lessons 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                          Exodus 32:1-14 
A reading from Book of Exodus. 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and 
said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings 
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a 
calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw 
this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 
They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down 
to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 
them; and of you I will make a great nation.” But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 
hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, 
and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 
disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own 
self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised 
I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster 
that he planned to bring on his people. 
The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
1 Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

for his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD * 

or show forth all his praise? 
3 Happy are those who act with justice * 

and always do what is right! 



4 Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, * 
and visit me with your saving help; 

5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 
that I may glory with your inheritance. 

6 We have sinned as our forebears did; * 
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * 
and worshiped a molten image; 

20 And so they exchanged their Glory * 
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. 

21 They forgot God their Savior, * 
who had done great things in Egypt, 

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * 
and fearful things at the Red Sea. 

23 So he would have destroyed them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, * 
to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 

  
SECOND LESSON                                                                                                                          Philippians 4:1-9 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, 
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of 
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                 Matthew 22:1-14 
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.                                                                
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, 
but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For 
many are called, but few are chosen.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE HOMILY                                                                                                                                 Fr. Bruce Walker 
Silence may be kept after the homily. 

 

 

 

 



All stand, as able 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                 
 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III                                                                          
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 



Give to the departed eternal rest, remembering especially Beverly Welborn; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  Saying together Roscoe, Josephine, Larry, Bill, Gisela, 
Catherine, James, John, Susan, Betty, Corwin, Beth, Janet, Bob, Burtchus, Dickinson, Oscar, Jane, Christine, 
and all those on our long term prayer list.  Are there others?   (Please add the names of others either silently or 
aloud) 
 

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming week, especially Donna 
Sabolovic (16). 
 

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those listed on our military 
prayer list. We pray also for their families, friends, and neighbors who await their safe return. 
 

We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s.  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for all Indigenous People and for 
the care of our creation.  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of the Province of Uganda. 
 

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile, John and Zsófi Wilson 
in Hungary, Daniel & Rachel Aytes in Thailand, and Jim & Jennifer Bowers in Mali. 
 

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that they may grow in stature 
and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth. 
 

A Prayer for our Time of Transition 
O God, as we proceed through this interim time, we confidently rely upon your Holy Presence to guide us, 
and we are thankful for the many blessings you have bestowed upon the parishes of St. Francis and St. 
Gabriel’s. 
 

May we use this time well to discern your will for us in our reading of Sacred Scripture, in our celebration of 
the Holy Eucharist, through our sensitivity to one another, in our personal meditation and prayer, and 
through our sharing with others in fellowship. 
 

We ask this, Lord of our lives, through your son Jesus, and through your Holy Spirit, who teaches us how to 
pray, and how to live together in peace forever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                         
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  



THE ABSOLUTION                                                                                                     
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 
As the offering is presented at the altar the people say 

Celebrant:    All things come of thee, O Lord  
People:  and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A                                            
 
The people remain standing.  

  

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Then the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.  
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  
SANCTUS  
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
  
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world. 
  



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
   hallowed be thy Name,       
   thy kingdom come,       
   thy will be done,        
      on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
 as we forgive those      
  who trespass against us.       
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory,      

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
AGNUS DEI  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
    have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
    have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
    grant us peace. 
 



ADMINSTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS      (The minister and the people receive communion at this time.) 

A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive holy communion 

at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  Please note elements are being 

made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time.  Details can be found in the Lych Gate. 

 
INVITATION TO THE EUCHARIST FOR THOSE AT HOME (may be said during communion) 

In union with the faithful of every generation and especially with those present at Saint Francis Church where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer my own thanks and praise to You, my Lord and my God. I present my 
mind, soul and body towards heaven with the earnest intention of being present in spirit with those who call You, Lord of 
all. I remember Your death and resurrection and I await Your coming in glory. I unite myself with those gathered at your 
altar and embrace You with all my heart, knowing that nothing can ever separate Your love from me. May I live, move 
and have my being in Your loving presence. Amen       (prayer adapted from the Armed Services Prayer Book by Fr. Walker+) 

 
HYMN 339 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness Tune: Schmücke dich  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                         Book of Common Prayer p. 365                      
After Communion, the Celebrant says    
 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING           
 
HYMN 368 Holy Father, great Creator Tune: Regent Square 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DISMISSAL 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE Improvisation on Regent Square T. Alexander 
  (Tune of Hymn 368, Holy Father, great Creator) (b. 1996) 

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are  
given to the Glory of God  

and in honor of Roger Hughes 80th birthday  
by his wife and children. 

 
 

 
MUSIC NOTES 
I’ll have to be away this Sunday, but I’m grateful again for the miracles of technology that have helped record the 
music we’ll be using. 
 
Let’s talk about improvisation. In the music world, improvised music is created in the moment, composed on the 
spot, if you will. Jazz musicians are famous for this kind of music-making. Organists, however, and especially church 
organists, are required to improvise. Just think about it: in a church service, there are countless moments that might 
require some musical “filler,” so to speak. Communion might last longer than planned, the acolytes might still be 
getting vested after the prelude finished, or the procession might still be going after the final verse of the hymn. At 
St. Francis Church, I improvise nearly every week during the preparation of the table right before the Doxology. I also 
improvise before we sing the communion hymn –– I figure that starting that hymn after some of the folks have received 
communion would be better than starting before or during. Improvisation is an incredibly helpful trick.  
 
It’s also helpful for introducing a hymn-tune. Last Sunday, we sang the gorgeous hymn Most High, omnipotent good 
Lord, which was most likely new to many of us. During the offertory, I improvised on the hymn tune as a way to 
introduce it to the congregation’s ear. Sometimes, when I don’t have time to rehearse a hymn with the cantor(s), I 
say, “Just listen during the offertory. I’ll improvise on the tune. That’ll be our rehearsal.” Again, it’s incredibly helpful. 
For this week, I recorded an improvised prelude and improvised postlude based on the hymn tune Regent Square, 
the tune of the final hymn. Many of us are familiar with the Christmas text often used with Regent Square, “Angels 
from the realms of glory,” but Hymn 368 sets the tune to a text about the Holy Trinity. 
 
Just for the record, improvisation is an incredibly structured, orderly process. Good improvisers try to make their 
improvisation sound as if it were a real piece of music. For instance, many, if not all, of Buxtehude’s organ pieces 
originated as a kind of organ improvisation. Or at the least, we know that Buxtehude improvised in a style that 
sounded incredibly similar to his written-out organ works. 
 
To be honest, the prelude on Sunday is a bit more orderly and organized than the postlude. For me, improvising a 
fast, loud piece gives less time for thinking and planning on the spot. I don’t claim to be a good improviser by any 
means, but in any case, I do love the process. 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION NOTES 
A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive holy 
communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  Please 
note elements are being made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time.  Details can be found in the Lych Gate. 
 
 
 
LONG TERM PRAYER LIST: 
Addison, Zoey, Courtney, Tom, Harper, Emmanuel, Kimberly, Maureen, Edmonds, Diana, Michael, Tony, Becca, 
Brian. 
 

 
 
 


