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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

’W"‘ November 23, 2025

> 9:30 am

Proper 29

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE
All stand, as able.

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Christ for the world we sing

Hymnal p. 537
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Words: Samucl Wolcoll (1813-1886). Music: Moscow, melody Felice de Glardini {1716-1796); harm. The New Fhmmal, 1916
based on Hhmes Ancient and Moderr, 1875, and Lowell Masan (1792-1892).



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son,
the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided
and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 23:1-6
A reading from the Book of Jeremiah.

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor
shall any be missing, says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 Book of Common Prayer p. 649
1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
3 Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
4 The Lord of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
6 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.



7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *

God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
8 The Lord of hosts is with us; *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, *

what awesome things he has done on earth.
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,and burns the shields with fire.
11 "Be still, then, and know that [ am God; *

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth."
12 The Lord of hosts is with us; *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Colossians 1:11-20
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians.

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all things
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able

THE SEQUENCE All Glory Laud and Honor

Hymnal p. 155
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Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866}, alt. Music: Gloric, luus. et honor, plainsong, Mode 1,
Einsiedeln MS. and St. Gall MS., 10th cent.; ver. Schola Antiqua, 1983; acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Melody rhythmic version
Copyright © 1984, Schela Antiqua Inc. Used by permission.



THE GOSPEL Luke 23:33-43
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The people
stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourselfl" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews."
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." He
replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY Ben Hopkins
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again



in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM VI Book of Common Prayer p. 392
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation,;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, and Toni our Rector and all bishops and
other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.



For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Today we pray especially for
Virginia, Denise, Gary, Regina, Kerry, Richard, Bruce, Daniel, James, Ginny, and all
those on our long-term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either
silently or aloud)

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Liz Segers (26), Roger & Missy Hughes (24), George & Lucy Hooper (26).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson,
Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, Mark, and Sierra. We pray also for their families,
friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.

We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for
Christ Church in Sparta, Church of the Savior in Newland, Chapel of Christ the King at
Craggy Correctional Center in Asheville and all other prison ministries. In the Anglican Cycle

of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Australia.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zso6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.



We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE Book of Common Prayer p. 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able
THE OFFERTORY HYMN A mighty fortress is our God Hymnal p. 688
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Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546); tr. Frederic Henry Hedge (1805-1890); based on Psalm 46. Music: Ein feste Burg, melody
Martin Luther (1483-1546); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A Book of Common Prayer p. 361
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

PROPER PREFACE

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-129)
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The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,



People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat
the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold one
finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the
communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your chest. This will alert the
ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN

King of Glory, King of Peace
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Words: George Herbert (1593-1633). Music: General Seminary, David Charles Walker (b. 1938). Copyright © 1976, David

Charles Walker.

Hymnal p. 382



COMMUNION HYMN Justas [ am LEVAS p. 135
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3, Just_ as 1 am, poor, wretch - ed, blind; Sight
4. Just____ as I am, thou wiltl_  re - ceive; Wil
5. Just— as 1 am, thy love un - known Has
6. Just____ as 1 am, of thy___ great love  The
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1. that thy blood was shed for me,
2. ma - ny—i con - flict, ma - ny-a doubt;
3. rich - es, heal - ing of the mind,
4, wel - come, par - don, cleanse, rc - licve,
5. bro - ken ev - ery bar - rier down;
6. breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
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1. And__ that thou bidd’st_  me come to thee, 0O
2. Fight - ings and fears_  with - in, with - out, O
3 Yea,— all | need—  in thee to find—— O
4. Be - cause  thy prom -  ise I be - lieve, 0]
5. Now___ o be thine, yea, thine a - lone, O
6. Here___ for a sea - son, then a - bove:__ O
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Lamb  of God, I come, I come._
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Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871). Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868).



COMMUNION HYMN

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

Hymnal p. 324

1 Let all mo - rtal flesh  keep si - lence, and with fear and
2 King of kings, vet born of Ma - ry, as of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of hea - ven spreads its van - guard
4 At his feet the six - winged ser - aph; cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; pon - der noth - ing earth - ly -
earth he stood, Lord of lords in hu - man
on the way, as the Light of Light de -
sleep - less eye veil their fac - es to the
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mind - ed, for  with bless - ing in his hand
ves - ture, in the Bo - dy and the Blood
scend - eth from the realms of end - less day,
Pres - cnce, as with ccasc - less voice  they cry,
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Christ our God o earth de - scend - eth,
he will give to all the faith - ful
that the powers of hell may va - nish
“Al le - Iln - ia, al - le - I - ial
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our full hom - age to de - mand.
his own self for heaven - 1y food.
as the dark - ncss clears a - way.
Al - le - Im - ia, Lord Most High!”

Words: Liturgy of St. James; para. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885). Music: Picardy, French carol, 17th cent.; melody from
Chansuns populaires des Provinees de France, 1860; harm. after The English Hymnal, 1906.



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN Crown Him with many crowns Hymnal p. 494
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5 Crown him the Lord of heaven, en-throned a - bove;
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the  Lamb up - on his throne; Hark!
2 Crown him the Son ol God be - lore the worlds bc - gan, and
3 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the  grave, and
4 Crown him of lords the Lord, who o - ver all doth reign, who
5 Crown him thc Tord ol hcaven, cn - throned in worlds a - bhove; Crown
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crown him to  whom is  given the won-drous name of Love.
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| how the heaven - ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its OWI; a -
2 ve, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son  of man; who
3 rosc vic - to - rious in  the swrife for those he cam¢ 1o saves his
4 once on earth, the in - car - nate  Word, for ran-somed  sin - ners  slain, now
5 him the King, to whom is given the won-drous name of Love. Crown

Crown  him with man-y crowns, as thrones be-fore him
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1 wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, and
2 ev - ery grief hath known that wrings the hu-man breast, and
3 glo-ries now we sing who died, and rose on  high, who
4 lives in realms of light, where saints with an-gels sing their
5 him with man - y crowns, as thrones be-fore him fall, crown
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fall, crown him, ye Kkings, for he is King of all.
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1 hail him as thy match-less King through all e - ter - ni - ty

2 takes and bears them for his own, that all in him may rest.
3 died, e - ter - nal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
4 songs be - fore him day and night, their God, Re-deem - er, King.
5 him, ye kings, with man - y crowns, for he is King of all.
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‘Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894). Music: Diademata, George Job Elvey (1816-1893); desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).
Descant, Copyright © 1970, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.



THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary,
Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney, Jerry, Daniel,
Linda, Justin, Brenda, Johnny, Lyn, Corinne, Charles, Randy, Sid, Paula, Annie, Veronica,
Jenn, Shawn, Josephine, Barker, Jack, Andrea, Rebekah, Kim, Gary, Betty, Jim, Marsha,
Wayne, Dasha, Malisha, Shawna, Deborah, Shaun, Jeff, Willa, John, Jenn, Cindy, Susie,
Jacob, Wanda, Tony, Alex, the Hass family.

The flowers on the altar are given to
the Glory of God and in thanksgiving for
Johanna Quinley’s birthday and
in memory of Nellie Faye Tucker
by Bud & Anita Quinley.

Scan to Give

St. Francis thanks you for
your generosity.

Worship Leaders

Usher — Don Corry

Greeter — Bud Quinley

1st Lesson — Steve Ross

2nd Lesson — Richard Williams
Chalicist — Ben Hopkins

Acolyte — Don Corry

Vestry Lock Up — Anita Quinley
Camera — Rob McDaniel
Children’s Church - Judi Gustafson,
Linda Tribou

Fellowship — Anita & Bud Quinley
Safety — Bud Quinley

Worship Leaders
for next Sunday

Usher — Bud Quinley

Greeter — Terra Putman

1st Lesson — Gordon Scott

2nd Lesson — Allison Ross
Chalicist — Rob McDaniel
Acolyte — Harold Morgan
Vestry Lock Up — Kathy Demas
Camera — Kathy Demas
Children’s Church - Linc McDaniel,
Linda Tribou

Fellowship — Penny Crain
Safety — Doug Tribou

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick
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