THIE SSENVENTIHI
SUNIDAY OF

HASTER

St. Francis Episcopal Church

The Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 12, 2024
9:30 am

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE
All stand, as able.

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

All hail the power of Jesus' Name

Hymnal p. 450
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6 Let every kindred, every tribe,
on this terrestrial ball,
to him all majesty ascribe,
and crown him Lord of all!

Words: Edward Perronet (1726-1792), alt. Music: Coronation, Oliver Tlolden (1765-1844), alt.; desc. Michael E. Young (b.
1939). Descant, Copyright € 1979, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one
hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested
Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one
of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from
us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two,
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed
and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his
own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the
eleven apostles.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 Book of Common Prayer p. 585
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.



6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON 1 John 5:9-13

A reading from the First Letter of John.

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of
God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony
in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the
testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have
the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able

THE SEQUENCE By all your saints still striving Hymnal p. 232
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THE GOSPEL John 17:6-19

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that [ came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I
was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may



have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil
one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in
the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into
the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Toni Belhu
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM VI
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, for Toni our Rector, and for all bishops

and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Today we pray especially for
Josephine, James, John, Ruth, Helen, June, Wesley, Debbie, Charles, Sandra, Sally,
Lyn, Jeanne, Lucinda, Dickinson, Gillian, Fran, Jack, Dee, Charles, Morgan, the Ruckle
family, Paul, Thorin, Karen, Tommy, Phil, the Lynch family, and all those on our long-
term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Michael Hammond (12), Linc McDaniel (17) Roslyn White (17).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick. We pray also for their families,

friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.



We pray for our sister church, St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
Diocese of Western North Carolina Commissions, Committees, Agencies and Boards; and the
Diocesan Staff. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Burundi.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zs6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, remembering especially The Rev. Deacon Bobby Lynch, that
they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

THE PEACE

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able

THE OFFERTORY HYMN

Crown him with many crowns

Hymnal p. 494
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All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer C
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:



SANCTUS Hymnal p. S-129
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The Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only,
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation. AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.



ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your
hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish,
you may hold one finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement
to the communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your
chest. This will alert the ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN

Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen

Hymnal p. 314
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4 Je - sus, whom now hid - den, I by faith  be - hold,
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who thy glo - ry hid - est ’neath these sha - dows mean;
faith, that comes by hear - ing, pierc - es through the veil.

liv - ing Bread that giv - est all thy  crea - tures breath,
what my soul doth long for, that thy word fore - told:
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lo, 10 thee sur - ren - dered, my whole heart is bowed,

1 be - lieve what - €’er the Son of God hath told;
grant my spi - rit - er by thy life may live,
face to face thy splen -  dor, I at  last shall see,
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tranced as it be - holds thee, shrined with - in the cloud.
what the Truth hath spo - ken, that for truth I hold.
to my taste thy sweet - ness mnev - er - fail - ing give.
in the glo - rious vi - sion, bless - ed Lord, of thee.

Words: Att. Thomas Aquinas (12257-1274); sts. 1-3, tr. Hymnal 1940; st. 4, tr. Hymnal 1982. Sts. 1-3, Copyright © The Church
Pension Fund. Music: Adoro devote, French church melody, Mode 5, Processionale, 1697, acc. Charles Winfred Douglas

(1867-1944), alt,



COMMUNION HYMN In my life, Lord, be glorified LEVAS p. 216
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1. In my life, Lord, be glo-ri-fied, be glo-ri-fied;
2. In my song, Lord, be glo-ri-fied, __ be glo-ri-fied; ____
3. In your  church, Lord, be glo-ri-fied, be glo-ri-fied;
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1. In my life, Lord, be glo-ri-fied —_ to - day.
2. In my song, Lord, be glo-ri-fied ____ to - day.
3. In your church, Lord, be glo-ri-fied ___ to - day.
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Words: Bob Kilpatrick (b. 1952)
Music: Bob Kilpatrick
Copyright © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, P.O. Box 2383, Fair Oaks, CA 95628.



COMMUNION HYMN

Will you come and follow me
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l.will  you come and  fol - low me if
2. Will  you leave your self be-hind if
3.Will you let the blind-ed sce if
4. Will  you love the “You” you hide il
5. Christ, your sum-mons ech - oes true when
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1 but call your name?  Will you g0 where  you don’t know and
1 but call your name?  Will you care for cruel and kind and
1 but call your name?  Will you set the pris - ‘ner free and
I but cull your name?  Will you quell the fear in - side and
you but call my name. Let me and fol - low you and

nev-cr be the same?  Will you let my Jove be  shown? Will  you
nev-er be the same? Will you risk the hos - tile stare  should your
nev-er be the same? Will you Kiss the lep - er clean, and do
nev-er be the same? Will you use the faith you've found o re -
nev-er be the same. In your com - pa - ny n £0o where your
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let my Name be known? Will you let my life be grown in
life at-tract or scare? Will you let me an - swer prayer in
such as this un - scen?  And  ad - mit o what I mcan in
shape the world a - round through my sight and touch and sound in
love and foot-steps show, thus I'll move and live and grow in
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II'5. (Final Ending)
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you and you in me?
you and you in me?
you and you in me?
you and you in me?

S.you and you in me.
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Words: lrom the Tona Community. Music: Mary Alexandra, John 1., Hooker (b, 1944),
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THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! Hymnal p. 460
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3 Al - le - Iu - ial bread of ITea - ven, Thou on
4 Al - le - 1lu - ial King e - ter - nal, thee the
*5 Al - le - 1lu - ial sing to Je - sus! his the
NI | I S S S B S - .
- - = T | — i = » - | i f 1
L I 1 T | 1 T I Il 1 I i I 1 T 1
1 scep - ter, his the throne; Al - le - lu - ia! his the
2  left in sor - row now; Al - le - lu - ia! he is
3 earth our food, our stay! Al - le - lu - ial here the
4 Lord of lords we own: Al - le - lu - ia! born of
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2 near us, faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions how: though the
3 sin - ul (lec 10 thee (rom day [Te) day: In - (er -
4 Ma - Ty, earth thy foot - stool, heaven thy throne: thou with -
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1 songs of peace - ful Zi - on thun - der like a
2 cloud from sight re - ceived him, when the for - ty
3  ces - sor, friend of sin - ners, earth’s Re - deem - er,
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1 might - y flood; Je - sus out of ev - ery
2 days were o’er, shall our hearts for - get his
3 plead for me, where the songs of all the
4 great High Priest thou on earth both Priest and
5 might - vy flood; Je - sus out of ev - ery
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1 na - tion hath re - deemed us by his blood
2 prom - ise, “I am with you ev - er - more”?
3 sin - less sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea
4 Vic - tim in the eu - cha - ris - tic feast
5 na - tion hath re - deemed us by his blood.
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Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music: Hyfivdol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887).



THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST: James, Dickinson, Burtches, Zoey, Addison, Keith, Brenda,
Tony, Judy, Ricky, Billy, Mary, Greg, Max, Johny, Layla Rose, Ramona, Edwin, Sherry, Mark,

the Aytes family, Elora, Oscar, Lynn, Kensley ,Malisha, Madison, Jim, Shirley, John, Billy,
Beverly, Robin, Ricky, Mary, Shirley, Tony, Haden, Debbie, Chris, Roger, Linda, Judy, Janet.

The flowers on the altar are given
to the glory of God and in honor of
Karen Perry & Janis Guarriello
by Anthony & Stacy Guarriello.

Worship Leaders
9:30

Usher — Bud Quinley

Greeter — Don Corry

1st Lesson — Lucinda Humphries
2nd Lesson — Gordon Pendarvis
Chalicist — Nancy Bole

Acolyte — Rebecca Melton

Vestry Lock Up — Don Corry
Camera — Steve Ross

Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,
Judi Gustafson

Fellowship — Kathryn McGowan &
Beverly McKinney

Worship Leaders for next Sunday
9:30 am

Youth Sunday
TBD

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick

wwuw. stfrancisrutherfordton.org
wwuw. facebook.com/ stfrancisrutherfordton




