THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 26, 2020
PRELUDE

Theme and Variations on St. Flavian
(Tune of Hymn 615, “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee)

HYMN 615

“Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee

THE OPENING SENTENCE
Celebrant:
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Tune: St. Flavian

Book of Common Prayer p. 355

THE COLLECT OF PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-277)

from New Plainsong Mass

David Hurd (b. 1950)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply
upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose
not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
All sit for the lessons
FIRST LESSON
Genesis 29:15-28
A reading from the Book of Genesis.
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall
your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve
you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should
give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few
days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my
time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he
took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter
Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our
country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also
in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his
daughter Rachel as a wife.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 128

Anglican Chant: Jerome Meachen (b. 1930)

In this style of chanting, the slashes in the text indicate when to change notes in the chant.

1
2

3
4

5
6

Happy are they all who fear the / LORD, *
and who follow in his / ways!
You shall eat the fruit of your / labor; *
happiness and prosperity shall be / yours.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your / house, *
your children like olive shoots round about your / table.
The man who fears the / LORD *
shall thus indeed be / blessed.
The LORD bless you from / Zion, *
and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your / life.
May you live to see your children’s / children; *
may peace be upon / Israel.

SECOND LESSON
Romans 8:26-39
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined
he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then
are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect?
It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand
of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day
long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand, as able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor introduces the Alleluia, and then all repeat.
The cantor sings the verse below, and then all repeat the Alleluia.

Plainsong

V: Every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” (Matthew 13:52)

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY
Silence may be kept after the homily.
All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

Fr. Bruce Walker
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he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III
The Leader and People pray responsively
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Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Saying together Roscoe, Josephine, Larry, Bill, Gisela,
Catherine, James, John, Susan, Corwin, Beth, David, Casey, Sally, Donna, Mary Lou, Joy, Manuel, the
Robertson family, Stephen, Don, Jimmy, Linda, Anita, Gordon, Bob, Deborah, Betty, Oscar, Bob, and all
those on our long term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)
In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming week, especially Kay
Pendarvis (29), Chad Helms (29), Amanda Spouse & Amy Robertson (27).
We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those listed on our military
prayer list. We pray also for their families, friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for our sister church, St. Gabriel’s and St. James in Black Mountain,
Hendersonville and Lenoir. In the Anglican Communion, please pray for the team responsible for preparing the
Lambeth Conference, which was due to be taking place now – please pray for them as they consider the implications
of its postponement in light of the Covid-19 pandemic.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile, John and Zsófi Wilson
in Hungary, Daniel & Rachel Aytes in Thailand, and Jim & Jennifer Bowers in Mali.
We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that they may grow in stature
and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.
A Prayer for our Time of Transition
O God, as we proceed through this interim time, we confidently rely upon your Holy Presence to guide us,
and we are thankful for the many blessings you have bestowed upon St. Francis Church.
May we use this time well to discern your will for us in our reading of Sacred Scripture, in our celebration of
the Holy Eucharist, through our sensitivity to one another, in our personal meditation and prayer, and
through our sharing with others in fellowship.
We ask this, Lord of our lives, through your son Jesus, and through your Holy Spirit, who teaches us how to
pray, and how to live together in peace forever. Amen.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
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Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
Book of Common Prayer p. 360
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
Celebrant:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
The Doxology
As the offering is presented at the altar the people say
Celebrant:
All things come of thee, O Lord
People:
and of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – Eucharistic Prayer II (Enriching Our Worship)
The people remain standing.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready
the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds,
and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and
again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices
to magnify you as we sing:
SANCTUS (S-124)

from New Plainsong Mass

David Hurd (b. 1950)

The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal
the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a
son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed
the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of
his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it,
and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and
is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the
whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and
nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for
ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
AGNUS DEI (S-161)

from New Plainsong Mass

David Hurd (b. 1950)

ADMINSTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS
(The minister and the people receive communion at this time.)
A spiritual Communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
holy communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.
Please note elements are being made available, prior to the liturgy, for use at this time. Details can be found in the
Lych Gate.
INVITATION TO THE EUCHARIST FOR THOSE AT HOME (may be said during communion)
In union with the faithful of every generation and especially with those present at Saint Francis Church
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer my own thanks and praise to You, my
Lord and my God. I present my mind, soul and body towards heaven with the earnest intention of being
present in spirit with those who call You, Lord of all. I remember Your death and resurrection and I await
Your coming in glory. I unite myself with those gathered at your altar and embrace You with all my heart,
knowing that nothing can ever separate Your love from me. May I live, move and have my being in Your
loving presence. Amen
(prayer adapted from the Armed Services Prayer Book by Fr. Walker+)
HYMN 341

For the bread which you have broken

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

Tune: Omni die
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and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
HYMN 447

The Christ who died but rose again

Tune: St. Magnus

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
POSTLUDE

Prelude and Fugue in G minor

Healey Willan (1880-1968)

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:
Priti, Kate, Zoey, Courtney, Tom, Addison, James, Jeff, Tina, Charles, Starry, James, Julie, Nichole, Chuck, Bill,
Thomas, Mary, Jamie, Tammy, John, Jessica, Remi, Erik, the Wood Family, Thomas, Glen, Carletta, Steve, Christy,
Gus, Ken, Rose, Melissa, Madilyn, Dorothy, Katherine, Brandon, Mike, Jess, Daniel, Brooke, Sophia, Lane, Mary, Al,
Jessica, Sara, Carl , John Scott & family, Barbara, Leslie, Larry, Joann, Meagan, Owen, Eli, Barbara, Rebecca, Dick,
Robin, Valerie, Ed, David, Keith, Jessie, Holly, Mike, Nancy, Ginger, Bobbie, Crystal, David, Fatima, Elaine, Penny,
Carrie, Mark, Ben, Samuel, Lonnie, Scott, Tom, Lauren, Craig, Rosie, Susan, Santos, Mike, Houston, Joe, the
Greenway family, Amanda, Dylan, Drake, Jenny, James, Scott, Kristen, the Allen family, Peter, Katherine, Deanna,
Debbie, Luke, Tyler, Bob, Trinity, Tony, Lucy, Diana, Susan, Andrew, Jennifer, Marlene, Gene, Madeline, Mark,
Mayden, Dakota, Eubanks family, Vicki, William, Brenda, Nancy, Bob, Justin, Nancy, the Deviney family, Anna,
Grayson, Jackie, Billy, Ricky, Tabitha, Chad, Deborah, Brandon, Margie, Bonita, Jenna, Seth, Mary, Scott, Mary,
Joanne, Jennifer, Clara, Judy, Gary, Betsie, Skip, Joyce, Kevin, John, Susan, Jill, Charles, Chad, Geoffrey, David,
Caleb, Christian, Dean, Bobby, Maria, James, Emily, the Leverette family, Laura, Robin, Cindy, Amberleigh,
McKayleigh, Ayden, Paisley, Susan, Chad, Sue, Michael, Mary, Ann, Andrea, Cathy, Bud, Mary, Sydnor, Bob, Beth,
Karen, Joe, Valerie, Tyler, Larissa, Alex, Noreen, Marion, Spencer, Casey, Danny, Patrick, Kathryn, Christy, Bella,
Derek, Bob, John, Jesse, Martha, Jerry, Bobby, Roger, Jimmy, Linda, Betty, Paula, Donna, Gordon, Cullin, Lisa, Will,
Tammy Jo, Pam, Ken, Janet, David, Lillian, David, Ken, Lee, Jack, Kaylin, Paula, Bob, Trish, Daphne, Chris, Karmen,
Devon, Gary, Janice, Laura, Celia, Daniel, Wayne, Annie, Bob, Paden, Mike, Linda, Nicole, Ryan, Scott, Helen, Kathy,
Jo, Paula, Theresa, Cindy, Jane, Lori, Renee, Ed, Pat, Brian, AJ, Emily, Mary, Makenzie, Mike, Elaine, Tony,
Elizabeth, Paula, Jennifer, Morgan, Danielle, Marsha, Chester, Terry, Paula, Betty, Teresa, Jimmy, Jamesen, Billy,
Jimmy, the Snyder family, the Slater family, Calissa, Ryan, Amy, Lisa.

