St. Francis Episcopal Church
The Second Sunday after Epiphany

January 18, 2026
9:30 am

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE

All stand, as able.
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies Hymnal p. 7
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true, the on -1y Light,

2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac - com - pan - ied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine!  Picrce the gloom of  sin and grief!
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Sun of Right-cous - ness, a - rise! Tri-umph o’cr the shades of night:
joy-less is the day's vre - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di - vine; scat - ter  all  my un - he - lief;

Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - sell dis - play, shin-ing 0 the  per-fect day.
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Rutisbon, melody from Gevstliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, adapt. att. William
Tlenry Tlavergal (1793-1870); harm. William ITenry TTavergal (1793-1870), alt.



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's
glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 49:1-7
A reading from the Book of Isaiah.

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me
before I was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named me. He made my mouth like
a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his
quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be
glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, [ have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” And now the Lord says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord,
and my God has become my strength--he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as
a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says
the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the
nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate
themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 40:1-12 Book of Common Prayer p. 640
1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; *
he stooped to me and heard my cry.
2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; *
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; *
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.
4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! *
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.



5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! how great your wonders and
your plans for us! *
there is none who can be compared with you.
6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! *
but they are more than I can count.
7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *
(you have given me ears to hear you);
8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, *
and so I said, "Behold, I come.
9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *
'T love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart."
10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *
behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know.
11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness
and your deliverance; *
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation.
12 You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; *
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called
to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech
and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able
THE SEQUENCE

How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise

Hymnal p. 553
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Words: Ilenry Ustick Onderdonk (1759-1858), alt.; para. The Song of the Redeemed. Music: Lyvons, att. Johann Michael [Taydn

(1737-106).



THE GOSPEL John 1: 29-42
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water
for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have
testified that this is the Son of God.” The next day John again was standing with two of his
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw
them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They
came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four
o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Bill Livingston
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III Book of Common Prayer p. 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you,;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our
Bishop, and Toni our Rector;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.



We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Today we pray especially for Virginia,
Sherry, Mona, Valerie, Melissa, Allyson, Carolyne, Jenn, and all those on our long-term
prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Sue Lloyd (21), Cynthia Ruppe (21), Mollee Soirez (23), Mike DeLorenzo
& Linda Bailey (24).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson,
Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, Mark, and Sierra. We pray also for their families,
friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.

We pray for our sister church, St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St.
Paul’s in Edneyville, St. Paul’s in Morganton, and St. Paul’s in Wilkesboro. In the Anglican
Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Province of the Anglican Church of the Congo.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zs6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;



that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE Book of Common Prayer p. 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able
THE OFFERTORY HYMN O Christ, the Word Incarnate Hymnal p. 632

1 O Christ, the Word In - car- nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The Church from our dcar Mas - ter rc - ceived the word di - vine,
3 O make thy Church, dear Sa - vior, a lamp of pur - est gold,
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All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A Book of Common Prayer p. 361
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

PROPER PREFACE

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-129)

Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

”»

me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,



People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat
the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold one
finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the
communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your chest. This will alert the
ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
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Words: Ascribed to an Indian Prince; as sung in Garo, Assam
Music: Indian Folk Melody; arr. Norman Johnson
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LEVAS p. 136



COMMUNION HYMN

What Wondrous Love Is This Hymnal p. 439
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COMMUNION HYMN

Will you come and follow me
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1 but call your namg? Will you g0 where you don’t know and
1 but call your name? Will you  care for crucl and  kind and
1 but call vour name? will you set the pris - 'ner free and
1 but call your name? will you  quell the fear in - side and
you but call my name. Let me turn and fol - low  you and
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nev-er be the same? Will you let my love be shown? Will you
nev-er be the same? Will you risk the hos - tile stare  should your
nev-cr be the same?  Will you kiss the lep - cor clean, and de
nev-cr be the same?  Will you use the [faith youw’ve lound Lo TC -
nev-er be the same. In your com - pa - ny rn go where your
J
. e ———— ; ‘
- O | R—— T T 5 Iy
- : ) -
T w % -. e =
—
o W |
o+ .
- —] ! 1 ] i ]
I ! [ 4
let my Name be known? Will you let my life be grown in
life at - tract or scare? Will you let me an - swer prayer in
such as this un - seen? And ad - mit to what 1 mean in
shape the world a - round through my sight and touch and sound in
love and foot- steps show, thus I'lll' move and live and grow in

{ 108
o

AN V.4 Ld ~ o | | & N g | | I
®*—9 & ® O *—9 O
you and you in me?
you and you in me? 5.you and you in me.
you and you in me?
you and you in me?
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Words: from the Iona Community. Music: Mary Alexandra, John L. Hooker (b. 1944).
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THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN Ye Servants of God, your Master proclaim Hymnal p. 535
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1 Ye ser - vants of God, your Mas - ter pro - claim,
2 God rul - eth on high, al - might -y Lo save;
3 Sal - wva-ton to God who sits  on the throne!
4 Then let us a - dore, and give him his right:
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and pub - lish a - broad his won - der - ful Name;
and still  he is nigh: his pres - ence  we have.
Let all  cry a - loud, and hon - or the Son.
All glo - ry and power, all wis - dom and might,
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the Name all - wvic - to - rious - sus cx - tol:
The great con - gre - ga - tion h1s trl - umph shall sing,
The prais - es of Je - sus the an - gels pro - claim,
and hon - or and bless - ing, with an - gels a - bove,
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his king - dom is glo - rious; he rules o - ver all.
as - crib - ing sal - va - tion to Je - sus  our King.
fall down on their fa - ces, and wor - ship  the Lamb.
and thanks mnev - er - «ceas - ing and in - fi - nite love.
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), all. Music: Paderborr, melody [rom Catolisch-Paderbornisches Gesang-buch, 1765, harm.
Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947).

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



Announcements



LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary,
Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney, Jerry, Daniel,
Linda, Justin, Brenda, Johnny, Lyn, Corinne, Charles, Randy, Sid, Paula, Annie, Veronica,
Jenn, Shawn, Josephine, Barker, Jack, Andrea, Rebekah, Kim, Gary, Betty, Jim, Marsha,
Dasha, Malisha, Shawna, Deborah, Shaun, Jeff, Willa, John, Jenn, Cindy, Susie, Jacob,
Wanda, Tony, Alex, the Hass family, Denise, Gary, Regina, Richard, Bruce, Daniel, James,

Tina, Ginny, Cassandra, Bill, Lee, Kay, Erin, Rosemary, Reva.

The flowers on the altar are given to
the Glory of God and in honor of
Ruth Henson on her 100t birthday

by her family.

Scan to Give

St. Francis thanks you for
your generosity.

Worship Leaders

Usher — Stacy Guarriello
Greeter — Kathryn McGowan
1st Lesson — Anita Quinley

2nd Lesson — Allison Ross
Chalicist — Rob McDaniel
Acolyte — Terra Putman

Vestry Lock Up — Anne Stanley
Camera — Steve Ross
Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,
Kathryn McGowan

Fellowship — Linda Tribou
Safety — Aag Guarriello

Worship Leaders for next Sunday

Usher - Richard Williams

Greeter — Paula Hammond

1st Lesson — Anita Quinley

2nd Lesson — Gordon Scott

Chalicist — Anita Quinley

Acolyte — Tim Turner

Vestry Lock Up — Tim Turner

Camera — Stephanie Williams
Children’s Church - Linda Tribou, Judi
Gustafson

Fellowship — Barbara Locricchio, Fran
Lockwood

Safety — Bud Quinley

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick
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