St. Francis Episcopal Church
The Baptism of our Lord

January 11, 2026
9:30 am

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE

All stand, as able.
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise Hymnal p. 135
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Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tl.lcke1 (1895-1984), St. 4, Copyright © The Church
Pension Fund. Music: Saizburg, melody Jakob Tlintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9
A reading from the Book of Isaiah.

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus
says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who
walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand
and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor
my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29 Book of Common Prayer p. 707
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
S The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;



6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the
wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Acts 10:34-43

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able

THE SEQUENCE Baptized in Water LEVAS p. 121
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Words: Michael Saward {b. 1932). Music: Eugene Hancock (b. 1929).



THE GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.’
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
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whom [ am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Toni Belhu
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III Book of Common Prayer p. 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our
Bishop, and Toni our Rector;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest, remembering especially Robert “Bob” Lungdahl, David
Cloaninger, and Edna Mae Ellis;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Today we pray especially for Virginia,
Erin, Rosemary, Reva, Sherry, Mona, Valerie, Melissa, Allyson, Carolyne, and all those
on our long-term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either
silently or aloud)



In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Mike DeLorenzo (17), James & Liz Segers (12).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson,
Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, Mark, and Sierra. We pray also for their families,
friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.

We pray for our sister church, St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the
Episcopal Church Women and the Daughters of the King. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,
we pray for The Anglican Church of Central America.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zso6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



THE PEACE

Book of Common Prayer p. 360
Celebrant:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able

WLP p.889
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Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944). Music: Shepherd’s Pipes, Annabeth MeClelland Gay (b. 1925).



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer A Book of Common Prayer p. 361
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

PROPER PREFACE

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-129)
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The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
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me.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,



People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat
the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold one
finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the
communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your chest. This will alert the
ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN

Let us break bread together on our knees
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Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Collection of Negro Spirituals. Arr.

Copyright © 1992 Carl Haywood.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Sweet, Sweet Spirit

LEVAS p. 120

T — ]
e _ o *" |o 2
] J | [T B L |
z > e —" =
—— ™ ™ o >
T T I ] —_— ]' —_—
e —
] —h i & — — 1 — - —
D) - - 4 e | |
1. There’s a sweet, sweet Spir - it in this place, And 1
(2. There are) bless - ings you can-not re - ceive Till  you
(3.1f you) say  He saved you from your sin, Now you're
: : : —
— — — -
FEl ¢ i—i_'—E%—fT’ﬂf—fi
i g i i Fﬂ:ﬁ:#:ﬁ:
i P @ ettt —_gs
! 1
g"‘ =P = |
1 i - : : - T ]
o T r T — —_— 'd &
I. know that it’s the Spir - it of___ the Lord. There are
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2. one to pro - fit when you say. “I am
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I. know they [leel the pres - ence of _ the Lord
2. going to walk with  Je - sus all_ the way”
3. joy the Ho - ly Spir - it that— we  feel
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COMMUNION HYMN In Christ there is no East or West Hymnal p. 529
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1. In Christ there is no____ East or West, In
2. In Him  shall true hearts ev - ery - where Their
3.Join__  hands, di - ci - ples of the faith, What
4. In Christ  now meet both East and West, In
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1. Him no South or__  North; But__ one great fel - low -
2. high com - mu - nion_ find; His __  ser - vice is the
3.e’er your race may... bel_—__ Who_ serves my Fa - ther
4. Him meet South and_  North; All _  Christ - ly souls
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1. ship of love Through - out the whole wide earth.
2. gold - en cord Close - bind - ing hu - man kind.
3. as a son Is sure - ly kin to me.
4. one in him Through the whole wide earth.
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Words: Galatians 3:28; adapt. John Oxenham (1852-1941)

Music: McKee, Negro Spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burlelgh (1866-1949)

Words adapt. Copyright © 1989. Reprinted by permission of American Tract Society.

Music Used by Permission.



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

Come, thou fount of every blessing

Hymnal p. 686
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1 Come, thou fount of ev - ery bless - ing, tune my
2 Here 1 find my great - est trea - sure; hith - er,
3  Oh, to grace how great a debt - or dai - ly
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by thy help, T've come; and 1 hope, by thy good
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ceas - ing, call for songs of loud - est praise.
plea - sure, safe - ly to ar - rive at home.
fet - ter, bind my wan - dering heart to thee:
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Teach me some me - lo - dious son - net, sung by
Je - sus sought me when a stran - ger wan - dering
prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it, prone  to
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flam - ing tongues a - bove. Praise the mount!  Oh, fix me

from the fold of God; he, to res - cue me from

leave the God 1 love; here’s my heart, oh, take and
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on it, mount of God’s un - chang - ing love.
dan - ger, in - ter - poscd his prc - cious blood.
seal it, seal it [or thy courts a - hove.

Words: Robert Robinson {1735-1790), alt. Music: Nettleton, melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part I1, 1813; harm.

Gerre Hancock (b, 1934).

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



Announcements

CRAZY CHRISTIANS WORKSHOP

The Rev. Toni Belhu will be hosting workshop on the book Crazy Christians by Bishop
Michael Curry on January 24th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. You can purchase your copy of
the book on Amazon. If you click the picture of the book in this announcement, it will take
you directly to Amazon. The paperback book is $11.96.




LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary,
Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney, Jerry, Daniel,
Linda, Justin, Brenda, Johnny, Lyn, Corinne, Charles, Randy, Sid, Paula, Annie, Veronica,
Jenn, Shawn, Josephine, Barker, Jack, Andrea, Rebekah, Kim, Gary, Betty, Jim, Marsha,
Dasha, Malisha, Shawna, Deborah, Shaun, Jeff, Willa, John, Jenn, Cindy, Susie, Jacob,
Wanda, Tony, Alex, the Hass family, Denise, Gary, Regina, Richard, Bruce, Daniel, James,

Tina, Ginny, Cassandra, Bill, Lee, Kay.

The flowers on the altar are given to the
Glory of God and in loving memory of
Robert L. Cunningham by the
Cunningham/McMahon family.

Scan to Give

St. Francis thanks you for
your generosity.

Worship Leaders

Usher — Stephanie Williams
Greeter — Mary Ann Joyce
1st Lesson — Terra Putman
2nd Lesson — Rebecca Reger
Chalicist — Walt Joyce
Acolyte — Nancy Bole
Vestry Lock Up — Kathy
Demas/Reagan Johnson
Camera — Rebecca Melton

Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,

Tammy Edwards
Fellowship — Allison Ross
Safety — Ronnie Martin

Worship Leaders Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139

Usher - Stacy Guarriello 828-287-3888

Greeter — Kathryn McGowan
1st Lesson — Mary Cox

for next Sunday

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu

ond Lesson — Allison Ross Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Chalicist — Rob McDaniel

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan

Acolyte — Terra Putman Email:

Vestry Lock Up - Anne Stanley administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org
Camera — Steve Ross Organist: Steven Noll

Children’s Church - Linda Tribou, Sexton: Debbie Hamrick

Kathryn McGowan wwuw. stfrancisrutherfordton.org
Fellowship — Linda Tribou wwuw.facebook.com/ stfrancisrutherfordton

Safety — Aag Guarriello
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