St. Francis Episcopal Church

The Second Sunday in Advent

December 7, 2024
9:30 am

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service
leaflet, the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be
respectful in observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to
know more about St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu
would like to sit down with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

PRELUDE

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Halil to the Lord's Anointed Hymnal p.616
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1 Hail o the Lord’s A - noint - c¢d, grecat Da - vid’s great - cr Son!
2 He comes with suc - cor speed - ¥ to  those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit - ful earth,
4 Kings shall bow down be - fore him, and gold and in - cense bring;
5 Oer ev - ery foe wvic - to - 7rious, he on his throne shall rest;
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1 Iail, in the time ap - point - ed, his reign on earth be - gun!
2 1o help the poor and need - vy, and bid the weak be strong;
3 and  love, joy, hope, like [low - ers, spring in  his path to  birth:
4 all na - tions shall a - dorc him, his praisc all pco-plc sing;

5 from age o age morc glo - rious, all bless -ing and all - blest:
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1 He comes to  break op - pres - sion, to set  the cap-tive free;

2 to give them songs  for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to  light,

3 be - fore him on the moun - tains shall peace, the her-ald, go;
4 to him shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - Iy vows a -scend;
5 the tide of rtime shall nev - er  his COV - € - nant re - move;
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1 to take a - way trans-gres - sion, and rule in eq-ui - ty.
2 whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, were pre - cious in his sight.
3 and right-eous - ness in foun - tains from  hill to val -ley flow.
4 his king - dom still in - creas - ing, a king - dom with-out end.
5 his Name shall stand for ev - er, his change-less Name of Love.

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72. Music: Es flog ein kleins Waldvégelein, German folk song; adapt.
and harm. 4 Student’s Hymnal, 1923, after Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941).



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Second Sunday of Advent

Leader: O Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, come and save your people.
Joy of every heart, Strength of those who are poor,
come quickly to help us.

All: Prince of Peace, teach the lion and the little lamb,
teach the cat and the mouse, the hawk and the tiny bird,
teach everyone who doesn't get along to live in peace.

The first & second candles are lit.

Leader: O God, as light comes from this candle,
may the blessing of Jesus Christ come to us,
warming our hearts and brightening our way.

All: May Christ our Savior bring life into the darkness of this world,
and to us, as we wait for his coming. Amen.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray.



Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 11:1-10
A reading from the Book of Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in
the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the
belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow
and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put
its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the
root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 Book of Common Prayer p. 685
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.



18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *
who alone does wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Romans 15:4-13

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again
he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



THE SEQUENCE HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hymnal p. 56
(Verses 4-6)
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The stanzas may be used as antiphons with “The Song of Mary” on the dates given.

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1941}, alt. Copyright € The Church Pension Fund. Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel,

plainsong, Mode |, Processionale, 15th cent.: adapl. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890); ace. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).

THE GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

”)

make his paths straight.” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing



fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to thee, O Christ.

THE HOMILY Richard Williams
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the
spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name
may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Jose our Bishop
and Toni our Rector, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and
lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present;
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly
serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in
this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare
and peace of the world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that,
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful
stewards of thy bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those
who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Today we pray especially for Virginia,
Kerry, Richard, Bruce, Daniel, James, Tina, Ginny, Cassandra, Bill, Lee, Kay, Erin,
Rosemary, and all those on our long-term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the
names of others either silently or aloud)

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially John Roberts (10), Jill Pickard (13).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson,
Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, Mark, and Sierra. We pray also for their families,
friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.



We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for
Church of the Incarnation in Highlands. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The
Church of Bangladesh.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in
Chil and John and Zso6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear,
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace
so to follow the good examples of Francis of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers
of thy heavenly kingdom.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN Book of Common Prayer p. 330
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in thy will,

and walk in thy ways,

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew
11:28

THE PEACE

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able

THE OFFERTORY HYMN There's a voice in the wilderness crying Hymnal p. 75
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Words: James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961), alt. Music: Ascension, Ilenry TTugh Bancroft (1904-198%). Copyright © 1938, I1.
ITugh Bancroft.



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Eucharist Prayer I
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

THE SANCTUS Hymnal p. S-129
Celebrant and People
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The people kneel or stand.

Then the Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy,
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice,
oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice,
until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you,
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance
of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before
thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy
Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty
thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his
most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.



And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice,
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits,
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in
the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.



The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and
he in us. Amen.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your
hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish,
you may hold one finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement
to the communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your
chest. This will alert the ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN Come with us O blessed Jesus Hymnal p. 336
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Be thou one with us for ey - er n our life thy

seek and  serve thee, through our work as
cho - rus ev - er sing ity glad ex -
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love di - vine our own flesh and blood has
through our prayer; grant us light to see and
ul - tant songs; let its hymn be heard for
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tak - en, and to us thou giv - est thine.
know thee, in thy peo - ple ev - ery - where.
ev - er— peace for which cre - a - tion longs.
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Words: John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1861-1945) and Charles P. Price (1920-1999). Sts. 2-3, Copyright © 1982, Charles P. Price.
Music: Werde munter, Johann Schop (d. 1665?); arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).



COMMUNION HYMN Comfort, comfort ye my people Hymnal p. 67
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1 Com - fort, com - fort ye my pco - pleg spcak  yc peace, thus
2 Hark, the voice of one that cri - eth in the des - ert
3 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed, make the rough - er
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saith our God; com - fort those who  sit in dark - necss
far and ncar, cal - ing us to new rc - pent - ance
pla - ccs  plain; let your hearts be truc and hum - ble,
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mourn - ing ‘neath their sor - rows” load. Speak  ye to Je -
since the king - dom now is here. Oh, that warn - ing
as be - fits his ho - Iy reign. For the glo - ry
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ru - sa - lem of the peace that waits for them:;
cry o0 - beyl Now pre - pare for God a  way;
of the Lord now o’er earth is shed a - broad;
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tell her that her sins 1 cov - er,
let the val - leys rise o meet him
and all flesh shall see the to - ken
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and her war - fare now is 0 - ver.
and the hills bow  down to greet him.
that the word is nev - er bro - ken.

Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. Music: Psafim 42, melody and bass Claude
Goudimel (1514-1572); harm. Hymnal 1982,



COMMUNION HYMN My God thy table now is spread Hymnal p. 321
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1 My God, thy ta - ble now is  spread, thy cup  with
2 0 let thy ta - ble hon - ored be, and fur - nished
3 Drawn by thy quick-ening grace, O Lord, in coun - tless
4  Nor let thy spread-ing  Gos - pel rest till  through the
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love doth o - ver - flow; be all thy chil - dren
well with  joy - ful guests; and may each soul sal -
num - bers let them come and gath - er from their
world thy truth  has run, till with this Bread shall
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thith - er led, and let them thy sweet mer - cies know.
va - tion see, that here its sa - cred pledg - es tastes.
Fa - ther’s bhoard the Bread  that lives be - yond the tomb.
all be blessed who see the light or feel the sun.
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Words: Stg, 1-3, Philip Doddridge (1702-17513, alt.; st. 4, Tsaac Walls {1674-1748), alt. Music: Rockingham, melody [rom
Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, ca. 1780; adapt. Edward Miller (1731-1807); harm. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816).




THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER Book of Common Prayer p. 339
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us,
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and
remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Hymnal p. 76
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an -
2 Then clcansed  be cv - cry breast [rom sin; make
3 For thou art our sal - va - tion, Lord, our

4 To heal the sick streitch out thine hand, and

5 All praise, e - ter - mnal Son, to thee, whose
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1 nouwn - ces that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and hcark-cen,
2 straight the way for God  with - in, and let each heart pre -
3 re - luge, and our great re - ward; with - out thy grace we
4  bid the fall - en sin - ner stand; shine forth, and let  thy
5 ad - vent doth thy peo - ple free; whom with the Fa - ther
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1 for he brings glad tid - ings  of the King of kings.
2 parc a home where such a might -y gucsl may comc.
_3 waste a - way like flowers that with - er and de - cay.
4 light re - store earth’s own true love - li - ness once more.
5 we a - dore and Ho - ly Spi - rit ev - er - more,
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Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt. Music:
Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Menlk {1823-1889), alt.

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.



LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary,
Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney, Jerry, Daniel,
Linda, Justin, Brenda, Johnny, Lyn, Corinne, Charles, Randy, Sid, Paula, Annie, Veronica,
Jenn, Shawn, Josephine, Barker, Jack, Andrea, Rebekah, Kim, Gary, Betty, Jim, Marsha,
Wayne, Dasha, Malisha, Shawna, Deborah, Shaun, Jeff, Willa, John, Jenn, Cindy, Susie,
Jacob, Wanda, Tony, Alex, the Hass family, Denise, Gary, Regina, Kerry, Richard.

Worship Leaders
9:30

Usher — Rebecca Melton

Greeter — Don Corry

1st Lesson — Stacy Guarriello

2nd Lesson — Lucinda Humphries
Chalicist — Richard Williams
Acolyte — Aag Guarriello

Vestry Lock Up — Anne Stanley
Camera — Stephanie Williams
Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,
Kathryn McGowan

Fellowship — Kathryn McGowan
Safety — Bob Blanton

Worship Leaders for next Sunday
9:30 am

Usher — Allison Ross

Greeter — Kathy Demas

1st Lesson — Ben Hopkins

2nd Lesson — Mary Ann Joyce
Chalicist — Nancy Bole

Acolyte — Rebecca Melton

Vestry Lock Up — Don Corry
Camera — Kathy Demas
Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,
Anita Quinley

Fellowship — Anne & Richard Stanley
Safety — Ronnie Martin

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick

wwuw. stfrancisrutherfordton.org
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