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THE PRELUDE                                
 

All stand, as able.                        
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN           God of grace and God of glory                  Hymnal p. 594 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis Episcopal Church 
 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 13 
 

August 3, 2025 

9:30 am 

  
 

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful.  In this service leaflet, 

the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection.  Please be respectful in 

observing silence at this time.  Please silence all electronic devices.  If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about 

St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate.  The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down 

with you for a visit.  You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882. 

  

 



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                                                             

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF PURITY   

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)                                

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 

continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

All sit for the lessons 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. I, the Teacher, when king 

over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is 

done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be 

busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a 

chasing after wind. I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 

leave it to those who come after me -- and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? 

Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also 

is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors 

under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill 

must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great 

evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? For 

all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not 

rest. This also is vanity. 

The Word of the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 49: 1-11                                                                    Book of Common Prayer p. 652                                        

1 Hear this, all you peoples; hearken, all you who dwell in the world, * 

you of high degree and low, rich and poor together. 

2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, * 

and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 

3 I will incline my ear to a proverb * 

and set forth my riddle upon the harp. 

4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, * 

when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 

5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, * 

and boast of their great riches? 

 



6 We can never ransom ourselves, * 

or deliver to God the price of our life; 

7 For the ransom of our life is so great, * 

that we should never have enough to pay it, 

8 In order to live for ever and ever, * 

and never see the grave. 

9 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish * 

and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 

10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever, their dwelling places from generation to 

generation, * 

though they call the lands after their own names. 

11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; * 

they are like the beasts that perish. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                                    Colossians 3:1-11 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 

life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, 

whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is 

idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These 

are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid 

of all such things-- anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and 

have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to 

the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

The Word of the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All stand, as able  

THE SEQUENCE                       Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove                  Hymnal p. 510 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                 Luke 12:13-21 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.                                                                 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 

with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And 

he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does 

not consist in the abundance of possessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land of a 

rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, `What should I do, for I have no 

place to store my crops?' Then he said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, `Soul, 

you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to 

him, `You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but 

are not rich toward God." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 



THE HOMILY                                                                                           The Rev. Toni Belhu 
Silence may be kept after the homily. 
 
 

All stand, as able 

THE NICENE CREED                                                             Book of Common Prayer p. 358                                                                                                                                                                       

We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the Prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III                                    Book of Common Prayer p. 387                                                                                     

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our 

Bishop, and Toni our Rector; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest, remembering especially Pam Owenby; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Today we pray especially for 

Josephine, Virginia, Lyn, Jerry, Daniel, Linda, Justin, Rebekah, Brenda, Johnny, 

Charles, Randy, and all those on our long-term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add 

the names of others either silently or aloud) 

 

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming 

week, especially George Hooper (2), Eileen Murphy(8), Cassie Graeff (8), Walt & MaryAnn 

Joyce (2), Larry & Lynn Lundervold (6). 

 

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those 

on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher, 

Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson, 

Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, and Mark. We pray also for their families, friends, and 

neighbors who await their safe return. 

 



We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s.  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for 

Church of the Transfiguration in Bat Cave and Church of the Transfiguration in Saluda.  In 

the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Episcopal Church in the Philippines. 

 

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile 

and John and Zsófi Wilson in Hungary. 

 

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that 

they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth. 

 

The Celebrant concludes with a collect. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                         

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

THE ABSOLUTION                                                                                                     

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                                                                          Book of Common Prayer p. 360                                                                                   

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

All stand, as able  

THE OFFERTORY HYMN                At the name of Jesus                             Hymnal p. 435 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology. 

THE DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer B                                           
 

The people remain standing.  
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS  (S-129)     

Celebrant and People  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 

in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your  creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray, 

 

 



People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

   hallowed be thy Name,       

   thy kingdom come,       

   thy will be done,        

      on earth as it is in heaven.             

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

 as we forgive those      

  who trespass against us.       

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,   

 and the power, and the glory,      

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

AGNUS DEI  
 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace. 

 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

To receive communion, come to the communion rail.  Receive the bread in the palm of your hand.  Eat 

the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold one 

finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction. 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please make your need known to the priest. 
 

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the 

communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest.  If you do not wish to receive the 

wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your chest.  This will alert the 

ministers of your wishes. 



COMMUNION HYMN                   Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                Hymnal p. 324 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN                      On Christ the Solid Rock                           LEVAS p. 99 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN                         Take my life, and let it be                     Hymnal p. 707 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                       Book of Common Prayer p. 366                                                                                                                         

After Communion, the Celebrant says   
 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and 

remain with you always. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN           All creatures of our God and King              Hymnal p. 400 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DAILY OFFICE LEADERS WELCOME 

While the Daughters of the King have been leading Daily Prayer on Wednesdays, we welcome 

anyone who is interested in leading.  Judi Gustafson does the schedule. Instructions and 

advice on leading it are readily available as well. You can choose to lead Morning Prayer, 

Evening Prayer, and/or Compline. You can reach Judi by phone, text, or e-mail, 828-305-

1078 or bonniebrae12000@yahoo.com. 

 

PRESENTING THE ELEMENTS 

The elements (wine and wafers) will be presented at the beginning of the offertory after the 

Peace.  The wine and wafers will be placed on the Altar of Repose at the back of the Sanctuary 

prior to the service.  Any youth or children who would like to present the elements should let 

the usher know at the beginning of the service. (Adults welcome, children and youth 

preferred) We will rotate the children and youth so that everyone gets a turn. 

 

FR. GARY COFFEY & MISSIONARY JOHN WILSON VISITING ST. FRANCIS AUGUST 17TH  

We welcome Fr. Gary Coffey and Missionary John Wilson on August 17th.  John will share 

information about his ministry in Hungary after the Peace and during fellowship after the 

service. 

 

MORNING PRAYER AUGUST 24TH 

Ben Hopkins will lead Morning Prayer on Sunday, August 24th at our 9:30 am service.  

 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

St. Francis and St. Gabriel’s will host a Parent’s Night Out on Friday, August 8th from 6:00 

pm to 9:00 pm.  Bring your children to St. Francis and go enjoy a few hours to shop, eat, or 

just relax.  Pizza and popcorn will be served to the children. 

 

EVENING PRAYER WITH HOLY EUCHARIST 

Evening Prayer with Holy Eucharist service will be held on August 6th at 6:00 pm. This will 

be a Rite One service. All are welcome! 

 

DAY SCHOOL WISH LIST 

The Day School will be starting their new year soon. If you would like to help with supplies 

for them, please see the list below. 

 

Lysol Wipes, Ziplock Bags (all sizes), Hand Soap, Hand Sanitizer, Napkins, Baby Wipes, 

Crayons, #2 Pencils, Kleenex, White Card Stock, Glue Sticks 

 

 

 

mailto:bonniebrae12000@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO DO PROJECTS 

There is are still projects that need to be completed. If you are interested in helping, please 

contact Steve Ross at 828-748-1705 or ross_stevenallison@yahoo.com. If you don't have the 

equipment needed for the job, please let Steve know when you talk with him. 

 

• plant along stairs to parish house 

• paint ark 

• spread mulch on bank behind parish house 

• clear brush away from fence in playground 

• finish painting sanctuary basement floor 

• paint brown doors - trash area 

• kitchen deep clean 

• repair one propane grill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:  

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary, 

Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

 for next Sunday 

 

Usher – Terra Putman 

Greeter – Don Corry 

1st Lesson – Nancy Bole 

2nd Lesson – Anne Stanley 

Chalicist – Robin DeLorenzo 

Acolyte – Richard Williams 

Vestry Lock Up – Tim Turner 

Camera – Stephanie Williams 

Fellowship – Anita & Bud Quinley 

Safety – Bob Blanton 

Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
408 North Main Street 
Rutherfordton, NC  28139 
828-287-3888 
  
Rector:  The Rev. Toni Belhu 
Email:  rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org- 
Cell Phone:  704-215-1882 
  

Parish Administrator:  Kathryn McGowan 
Email:  
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org 
  

Organist:  Steven Noll 
Sexton:  Debbie Hamrick 
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Worship Leaders  

 

 

Usher – Steve Ross 

Greeter – Darlene Geffert 

1st Lesson – Bob Blanton 

2nd Lesson – Tim Turner 

Chalicist – Nancy Bole 

Acolyte – Don Corry 

Vestry Lock Up – Anne Stanley 

Camera – Rebecca Melton 

Fellowship – Youth & EPIC 

Safety – Doug Tribou 

 

The flowers on the altar are given 

to the Glory of God and 

in loving memory of Danny Taylor 

by McMahon/Cunningham family. 
 

Scan to Give 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis thanks you for 
your generosity. 
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