R N N TR
SUITNED AY AF 1R

PEMNITECCOST

St. Francis Episcopal Church
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 15

August 17, 2025
9:30 am

Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE

All stand, as able.
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Holy God, we praise thy Name

Hymnal p. 366

I Ho - ly God, we praise thy Name, Lord of all, we bow be-fore thee;
2 Huark, the loud c¢e - les - tial hymn an-gelchoirs a - bove are rais - ing;
3 Lo, the a - po - sto - lic truin join, thy sa - cred Nume to hal - low;

4 Ho -1ly Fa-ther, ho - Iy Son, Ho-ly Spi- rit, Three we name thee,
#5 Christ,thoun art our glo - rious King, Son of God en-throned in splen-dor;
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1 all on earth thy scep - ter claim, all in heaven a - bove a - dore thee;
2 cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim, in un - ceas - ing cho-rus prais-ing,
3 pro-pheis swell the loud re -(rain, and the while-robed mar-tyrs [ol - low;
4 while in es-sence on - ly One, un-di - vi - ded God we claim thee;
5 but de - liv - er-ance to bring thou all hon - ors didst sur - ren - der,
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6 'Thou didst take the sting from death,
Son ol God, as Savior given;
on the cross thy dying breath
opened wide the realm of heaven.
In the glory ol that land
thou art set at God’s right hand.

1 in - i - nite thy vast do-main, ev - er - last - ing s thy  reign.
2 [ill the heavens with sweet ac - cord: ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!
3 and, from morn till set of sun, through the Church the song goes on.
4 then, a - dor - ing, bend the knee and «con - less the mys - ter - v
5 and wast of a vir-gin borm hum - bly on that bless - ed morn,
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7 As our judge thou wilt appear.
Savior, who hast died 1o win us,
help thy servants, drawing near.
Lord, renew our hearts within us.
Grant that with thy saints we may
dwell in everlasting day.

Words: Para. the Tie Dewm, Sts. 1-4, lgnaz Franz (1719-1790), tr. Clarence Walworth {1820-1900). $ts. 5-7, F. Bland Tucker
(1895-1984). Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Grosser Gott, melody from Katholisches Gesangbrch, 1686; alt.
Cantante, 1851; harm. Charles Wintred Douglas (1867-1944), after Conrad Kocher {1786-1872), Harmonization Copyright © by

The Church Pension Fund.




THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an
example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work,
and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 23:23-29
A reading from the Book of Jeremiah.

Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so
that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. I have
heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, "l have dreamed,
I have dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back-- those who
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people
forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my
name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my
word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not
my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 82 Book of Common Prayer p. 626
1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:
2 "How long will you judge unjustly, *
and show favor to the wicked?
3 Save the weak and the orphan; *
defend the humble and needy;
4 Rescue the weak and the poor; *
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness; *
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, *
and all of you children of the Most High;
7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
and fall like any prince."



8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *
for you shall take all nations for your own.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 11:29-12:2
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? For
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises,
shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a
better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and
holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart
from us, be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able
THE SEQUENCE [ want to walk as a child of the light Hymnal p. 490
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1 1 waant to walk as a child  of the light.
2 T wanl Lo see the bright - ness ol God.
3 TI'm look - ing for the com - ing of Chrisi.
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Words: Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934). Copyright © 1970, 1975, Celebration, Aliquippa, PA 15001. All Rights Reserved. Used
by permission. Music: Houston, Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934).



THE GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have
a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed! Do
you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three;
they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law." He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west,
you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to
interpret the present time?"

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Gary Coffey
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM III Book of Common Prayer p. 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, José our
Bishop, and Toni our Rector;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.



For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Today we pray especially for
Josephine, Virginia, Lyn, Jerry, Daniel, Linda, Justin, Rebekah, Brenda, Johnny,
Charles, Randy, Sid, Paula, Annie, Veronica, Jenn, Shawna, Deedie, and all those on
our long-term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently
or aloud)

In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Charles Pickard (19), Ronnie Martin (20), Rebecca Melton (22), Mel
Noschese (22), Richard & Stephanie Williams (19), John & Margie Roberts (20).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Christian, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick, Chase, Hudson,
Kim, Darron, Justus, Jason, Evan, and Mark. We pray also for their families, friends, and
neighbors who await their safe return.

We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for all
students, faculty & staff returning to school; College and Campus Ministries at Appalachian
State University; Western Carolina University; and University of North Carolina at Asheville.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Scottish Episcopal Church.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zs6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept. Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE Book of Common Prayer p. 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able

THE OFFERTORY HYMN Open your ears, O faithful Hymnal p. 536
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“Torah ora” is Hebrew for, “The Law is our Light.”

Words: Willard I'. Jabusch (b. 1930), alt. Copyright © 1966, 1984 by Willard 1. Jabusch. Music: Torah song [Yisrael V oraita],
TTasidic melody: arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Arrangement Copyright © 1985, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer B

The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

PROPER PREFACE

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-129)

Celebrant and People
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The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

»

me.
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Francis and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,



People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat
the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold one
finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the
communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your chest. This will alert the



ministers of your wishes.

COMMUNION HYMN Before thy throne, O God, we kneel Hymnal p. 574
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Words: William Boyd Carpenter (1841-1918), alt. Music: St Petersburg, Dimitei S. Bortniansky (1751-1825).



COMMUNION HYMN Guide my feet Lord WLP p. 819
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1. Guide my feet Lord, while I run this race.
2. Hold my hand Lord, while I run this race.
3. Stand by me Lord, while I run this race.
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Guide my feet  Lord, while T run this  racc.
Hold my hand Lord, while I run this race.
Stand by me Lord, while I run this race.
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Music: African-American spiritual, arr. Carl Harris, Ir. (b. 1935).



COMMUNION HYMN If thou but trust in God to guide thee Hymnal p. 635
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2 Sing, pray, and keep his ways un - swerv-ing; so do thine own part
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Words: Georg Neumark (1621-1681); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1829-1878), alt. Music: Wer mur den lieben Gott, Georg
Neumark (1621-1681).



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve Hymnal p. 546
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1 A - wake, my soul, stretch ev-ery nerve, and press with vi - gor
2 A clound of wit - ness - es a - round hold thee in full sur -
3 'Tis God’s all - an - i - mal-ing voice that calls thce [rom on
4 Then wake, my soul, stretch ev-ery mnerve, and press with vi - gor
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on; a heaven - ly race de - mands thy zeal, and
vey; for - get the steps al - read - y trod and
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an  im - mor - tal crown, and an  im - mor - tal Crown.
on - ward urge thy way, and on - ward urge thy way.
thine as - pir - ing eye, to thine as - pir - ing eye.
an  im - mor - tal crown, and an  im - mor - tal crown.

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751). Music: Siroé, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. Melodia Sacra, 1815.

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME THE REV. GARY COFFEY AND
THE REV. JOHN WILSON TODAY!

EPIC YOUTH

EPIC Youth will meet this Sunday, August 17th from 2pm - 3:30pm at St. Francis in the
EPIC Youth room of the Parish House. Snacks and drinks will be served. Beginning in
September, EPIC youth will meet on the 1st & 3rd Sunday from 4:30pm - 6pm. If you are a
rising 6th grader - 12th grader, we would love to have you come and join us. For more

information, please contact Stacy Guarriello at 828-429-6334
or stacyguarriello@gmail.com.

WELCOME TABLE - POUND CAKES NEEDED
Welcome Table is seeking 10 pound cakes to be used as a dessert for our Welcome Table

event on August 25th. You may choose any flavor of your choice. If you would like to donate
a pound cake please contact Lori Slater by text message or phone call. The cakes can be
brought to the church on Sunday, August 24th. Thank you for supporting this vital
mission. Lori: (704) 249-6082

Thank you, Anne Stanley

WEDNESDAY DAILY OFFICE

Please note some changes have been made to the schedule below.
Daily Office schedule:

August 13 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm

August 20 - Compline 6:00 pm

August 27 - Morning Prayer 9:00 am

September 10 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
September 17 - Compline 6:00 pm
September 24 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
October 8 - Evening Prayer 5:30 pm
October 15 - Compline 6:00 pm
October 22 - Morning Prayer 9:00 am
October 29 - Morning Prayer 9:00 am
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LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:

John, Ruth, June, Lyn, Fran, Oscar, Kelly, Bruce, Bobby, Brannon, Walt, Gwen, Gary,
Sharon, Keith, John, Roger, Jerri, the Bryant family, Megan, Buffy, Sydney.

The flowers on the altar are
given to the glory of God and
in celebration of family
by Steve & Allison Ross.

Scan to Give

@)

St. Francis thanks you for
your generosity.

Worship Leaders

Usher — Don Corry

Greeter — Kathryn McGowan

1st Lesson — Robin DeLorenzo
2nd Lesson - Terra Putman
Chalicist — Rebecca Melton
Acolyte — Tim Turner

Vestry Lock Up — Steve Ross
Camera — Kathy Demas
Fellowship — Anita & Bud Quinley
Safety — Stephen Williams

Worship Leaders
for next Sunday

Usher — Doug Tribou

Greeter — Whitney Turner

1st Lesson — Mary Ann Joyce
2nd Lesson — Anne Stanley
Chalicist - N/A

Acolyte — Robin DeLorenzo
Vestry Lock Up — Anita Quinley
Camera — Steve Ross

Fellowship — Steve & Allison Ross
Safety — Bud Quinley

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick

wwuw. stfrancisrutherfordton.org
wwuw. facebook.com/ stfrancisrutherfordton
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