St. Francis Episcopal Church

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
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Welcome to St. Francis. Your presence among us deepens and enriches our worship, and for that we are grateful. In this service leaflet,
the people’s responses are in bold. The time prior to the service is set aside for prayerful waiting and reflection. Please be respectful in
observing silence at this time. Please silence all electronic devices. If you are a guest this morning and would like to know more about
St. Francis, please fill out a visitor card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. The Rev. Toni Belhu would like to sit down
with you for a visit. You may reach her at the church office at 828-287-3888 ext. 2 or her cell at 704-215-1882.

THE PRELUDE

All stand, as able.
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN We know that Christ is raised and dies no more Hymnal p. 296
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Words: John Brownlow Geyer (b. 1932), alt.
Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 10 10 10 with Alleluia



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-280)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps
in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit for the lessons

FIRST LESSON Acts 8:26-40
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge
of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated
in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to
this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the
scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The
eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came
to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22: 24-30 Book of Common Prayer p. 612
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"



26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON 1 John 4:7-21
A reading from the First Letter of John.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his
love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as
the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and
they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so
are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he
first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they
have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love
their brothers and sisters also.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.



All stand, as able
THE SEQUENCE

In Christ there is no east or west

Hymnal p. 529
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Words: John Oxenham (1852-1941), alt.
Music: McKee, Afro-American spiritual; adapt. and harm. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) CM



THE GOSPEL John 15: 1-8
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Toni Belhu
Silence may be kept after the homily.

All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED Book of Common Prayer p. 358
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM VI
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our presiding Bishop, José our Bishop, for Toni our Rector, and for all bishops

and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Today we pray especially for
Josephine, James, John, Ruth, Bobby, Helen, June, Wesley, Debbie, Charles, Sandra,
Sally, Lyn, Jeanne, Lucinda, Mel, Gillian, Fran, Jack, Dee, Charles, Morgan, Chase,
Sherrill, the Ruckle family, Paul, Thorin, Karen, Tommy, and all those on our long-
term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)



In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming
week, especially Grace Guarriello (29), Doug Tribou (29), Paula Hammond (4), Harold &
Elizabeth Morgan (28), John & Darlene Geffert (29).

We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those
on our military prayer list, saying together, Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Christopher,
Daniel, Adam, Jeremy, Brendan, Will, Christopher, Nick. We pray also for their families,
friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.

We pray for our sister church, St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St.
Philip’s in Brevard. In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Church of Bangladesh.

We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile
and John and Zs6fi Wilson in Hungary.

We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that
they may grow in stature and wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

THE PEACE

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

All stand, as able

THE OFFERTORY HYMN Love divine, all loves excelling Hymnal p. 657
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887).



All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer C
The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:



SANCTUS Hymnal p. S-129
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The Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only,
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation. AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.



ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

To receive communion, come to the communion rail. Receive the bread in the palm of your
hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish,
you may hold one finger up to indicate to the priest you would prefer intinction.

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement
to the communion rail and cross your arms over the front of your chest. If you do not wish to
receive the wine, after receiving the bread, please cross your arms over the front of your
chest. This will alert the ministers of your wishes.



COMMUNION HYMN Blessed Be the Name LEVAS p. 78
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2. Jesus 1s the
name of the Lord!

3. Worthy to be grand
is the Lord!

Words: Psalm 72:19. Music: Campmeeting Melody; arr. Ralph E. Hudson, 1887.



COMMUNION HYMN Justas [ am LEVAS p. 137
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Words: Charlotte Clliott (1789-1871). Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868).



COMMUNION HYMN

What a friend we have Jesus LEVAS p. 109
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I. What a fricnd we have in Je - sus, All  our sins and gricfsto  bcar!
2. Have we tri - als and temp - ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an -y - where?

3. Arc wc weak and hcav -y lad - cn, Cum-bered with a load of  carc?
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l.What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev -’ry-thing to God in prayer!
2. We should nev-er be dis - cour- aged, Take it to the Lord in prayer.
3. Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge, Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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1. Oh, what peace we of -ten for - feit, Oh, what need-less pain we bear,
2.Can we find a friendso faith - ful who will all our sor-rows share?
3. Do thy friends de-spise, for - sake thee? Take it to the Lord in  prayer.
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1. All be-cause we do not car - 1y Ev - 'ry-thing to God in  prayer!
2. Je-sus knows our ev-’ry weak-ness, Take it to theLord in prayer.
3. In his arms Hc'll take and  shicld thec, Thou wilt find a sol-acc there.
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Words: Josceph Scriven (1819-1866). Music: Charles C. Converse (1832-1918).



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Book of Common Prayer p. 366

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and

remain with you always.



THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

Come away to the skies

Hymnal p. 213
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1 Come a - way to the skies, my be - lov-ed, a - rise and re -
2 Nowwith sing - ing and praise, let us spend all the days, by our
3 Tor the glo - ry we were first cre - a - ted to share, both the
4 We with thanks do ap - prove the dec - sign of that love which hath
*5 Hal-le - lu - jah we sing, to our Fa - ther and King, and his
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1 joice in the day thou wast born; on this fes - ti-val day,
2 heca-ven-ly Fa - ther be - stowed, while his  grace we rc - ccive
3  na-tureand king - dom di - vine! Now cre - a - ted a - gain
4 joined us to Je - sus’___ Name; so u - ni-ted in heart,
5 rap - tu-rous prais - es, re - peat: to the Lamb that was slain,

1 come ex - ult -ing a - way, and with sing-ing to Zi - on re - turn.____
2 from his boun-ty, and live to the hon-or and glo - ry of God._
3 that our lives may re - main, through-out time and e - ter - ni-ty thine.
4 let us mnev - er-more part, till we meet at the feast of the Lamb.__
5 hal-le - lu - jah a - gain, sing, all heav-en, and fall at his feet.
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Middlebury, melody from The Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Jack W. Burnam (b.

1946, alt. acc. Marilyn J. Keiser (b. 1941). Harmonization Copyright © 1984, Jack W. Burnam.

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.



LONG TERM PRAYER LIST: James, Dickinson, Burtches, Zoey, Addison, Keith, Brenda,
Tony, Judy, Ricky, Billy, Mary, Greg, Max, Johny, Layla Rose, Ramona, Edwin, Sherry, Mark,
the Aytes family, Elora, Oscar, Lynn, Kensley ,Malisha, Madison, Jim, Shirley, John, Billy,
Beverly, Robin, Ricky, Mary, Shirley, Tony, Haden, Debbie, Chris.



Worship Leaders
9:30

Usher - Richard Williams
Greeter — Barbara Locricchio
1st Lesson — Allison Ross

2nd Lesson — Stacy Guarriello
Chalicist — Harold Morgan
Acolyte — Nancy Bole

Vestry Lock Up — Doug Tribou
Camera — Steve Ross
Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,
Tammy Edwards

Fellowship — Patricia Rowe

Worship Leaders for next Sunday
9:30 am

Usher — Kathy Demas

Greeter — Richard Stanley

1st Lesson — Nancy Bole

2nd Lesson — Gillian Pickard
Chalicist — Don Corry

Acolyte — Anthony Guarriello
Vestry Lock Up — Anne Stanley
Camera — Rob McDaniel
Children’s Church - Linda Tribou,
Stacy Guarriello

Fellowship — Stacy Guarriello

Saint Francis Episcopal Church
408 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-287-3888

Rector: The Rev. Toni Belhu
Email: rector@stfrancisrutherfordton.org-
Cell Phone: 704-215-1882

Parish Administrator: Kathryn McGowan
Email:
administrator@stfrancisrutherfordton.org

Organist: Steven Noll
Sexton: Debbie Hamrick

wwuw. stfrancisrutherfordton.org
wwuw.facebook.com/ stfrancisrutherfordton




