THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 25, 2021
10:30 am
PRELUDE

All stand, as able.
HYMN 208

Prelude on St. Columba
Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)
(Tune of Hymn 645, The King of love my shepherd is)

The strife is o’er, the battle done

Tune: Victory

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant:
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People:
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
THE COLLECT OF PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (S-278)

William Matthias (1934-1992)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who
calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
All sit for the lessons
FIRST LESSON
Acts 4:5-12
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and
all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what
power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and
elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has
been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is `the stone that
was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
SECOND LESSON
1 John 3:16-24
A reading from the First Letter of John.
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God's
love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let
us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure
our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him,
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand, as able
HYMN 645

The King of love my shepherd is

Tune: St. Columba

THE GOSPEL
John 10:11-18
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE HOMILY
Silence may be kept after the homily.
All stand, as able
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

Fr. Gary Coffey

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and
serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them
the joy of your salvation. Today we pray especially for Roscoe, Josephine, Larry, Bill, Gisela, Catherine, James, John,
Susan, Betty, Oscar, Ruth, Corwin, Beth, Jenn, Bob, Jane, Gordon, Daniel, Cullin, Seth, Jackie, and all those on our
long term prayer list. Are there others? (Please add the names of others either silently or aloud)
In thanksgiving we pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in the coming week, especially Amy Robertson
(21), Doug Tribou (29), Jasper Abrams (1), Paul & Paula McIntosh (27), Harold & Elizabeth Morgan (28), John &
Darlene Geffert (29).
We pray for all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad especially those listed on our military prayer
list. We pray also for their families, friends, and neighbors who await their safe return.
We pray for our sister church St. Gabriel’s. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Mark’s in Gastonia. In the
Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church in Japan.
We pray for our missionaries and their work in the world, for Russ and Heidi Smith in Chile, John and Zsófi Wilson in
Hungary, Daniel & Rachel Aytes in Thailand, and Jim & Jennifer Bowers in Mali.
We pray for St. Francis Day School, and for its students and teachers and their families, that they may grow in stature and
wisdom, and in the knowledge and love of your grace and truth.
A Prayer for our Time of Transition
O God, as we proceed through this interim time, we confidently rely upon your Holy Presence to guide us, and we
are thankful for the many blessings you have bestowed upon the parishes of St. Francis and St. Gabriel’s.
May we use this time well to discern your will for us in our reading of Sacred Scripture, in our celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, through our sensitivity to one another, in our personal meditation and prayer, and through our
sharing with others in fellowship.
We ask this, Lord of our lives, through your son Jesus, and through your Holy Spirit, who teaches us how to pray,
and how to live together in peace forever. Amen.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, remembering especially Wendy Fletcher and Max Champion, that your will
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE PEACE
Celebrant:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
The ministers and people greet each other in the name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
All stand, as able, as the offering is presented, singing together the Doxology.
THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Tune: Old 100th

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Prayer B
The people remain standing.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth.
PROPER PREFACE
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS
Celebrant and People

William Mathias (1934-1992)

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of
Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

AGNUS DEI
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
HYMN 178

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks

Tune: Alleluia No. 1

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
HYMN 478

Jesus, our mighty Lord

Tune: Monk’s Gate

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

PRELUDE

Fanfare

Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST:
Addison, Zoey, Courtney, Tom, Harper, Emmanuel, Kimberly, Maureen, Edmonds, Diana, Michael, Tony, Becca, Brian,
Burtchus, Jane, Christine, Sally, Paige, Alan, Pam, Ricky, Beverly, Lee, Mike, the Snelgrove family, Danielle, the Taft
family, Dickinson, Jane, Anna, Linda, Roy, Janice, Jenny, Michael, Bud, Danny, Rob.
MILITARY PRAYER LIST:
Ben, Jeremiah, Daniel, David, Emmanuel, Jason, Christopher, Daniel, Cory, Adam, Michael, Scotty, Jeremy, Nicholas,
Nicole, Nathan, Peter, Joseph, Luke, Tony.

The flowers on the altar are given to the
Glory of God and in thanksgiving for
the 60th of Anniversary of
John & Darlene Geffert.

Worship Leaders
10:30 am
Usher – Doug Tribou
1st Lesson – Doug Tribou
2nd Lesson – Lucinda Humphries
Chalicist – Linc McDaniel

